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Introduction

This is the first Warfield Neighbourhood Plan and has been developed with the input
of residents and members of the community.

Warfield continues to grow and change as strategic development continues to
reshape our parish with new homes, schools and community facilities. Over half of
Warfield is within Green Belt, which is protected under current policy – that leaves a
very small area in which Warfield’s new homes can be built. 

In 2012 a group of residents, together with the parish council, formed a Steering
Group to develop a neighbourhood plan for Warfield. The group wanted to retain the
character of the existing settlement areas, protect our Green Belt and countryside,
and conserve and enhance the abundance of greenery within the parish. The group
concluded it would be beneficial to include some development in the Plan. 

The Steering Group developed a neighbourhood plan that they felt was the best
option to shape the future of our parish and will ensure that Warfield continues to
thrive and remain a desirable place to live, for existing and future residents. 

The factors that have governed the development of the plan have been complex. We
have created a plan that gives us the flexibility to respond to the dynamic situation
that exists in Warfield. The neighbourhood plan, which covers the parish until 2037,
will be in line with the new Bracknell Forest Local Plan. We will review our plan once
the Bracknell Forest Local Plan is approved.

 What is a neighbourhood plan?

A neighbourhood plan focusses on very local areas and can be prepared by either a
parish or town council. Policies included in a plan relate to the use of land in the
area, or to spatial matters (i.e. aspects that affect how a place works). 

The plan also specifies, green spaces should be protected and where new homes
should go and what they should look like. If adopted, it will form part of the overall
development plan for Bracknell and be used when considering planning
applications in Warfield.

 



1.
Designation of the Warfield Neighbourhood
Area

Completed
July 2014

2. Pre-submission consultation
Completed

September 2017

3. Submission consultation
Completed
April 2019

4. Independent Examination
Completed

January 2022

5. Local Referendum
Taking place on 

17 November 2022

6. Making of the Neighbourhood Plan
November/

December 2022

Stages of the Neighbourhood Plan

The Warfield Neighbourhood Plan has followed a number of stages.

If approved at the referendum on 17 November 2022 Bracknell Forest Council will
formally adopt the Warfield Neighbourhood Plan as planning policy.

 How does the neighbourhood plan get adopted as planning policy?

If the plan achieves support from more than 50% of the vote at the referendum,
the Bracknell Forest Council will adopt the neighbourhood plan. Once a
neighbourhood plan has been adopted it becomes part of the statutory
development plan for Bracknell and will be used when considering planning
applications alongside all other national and local policies.

 



a. Retain the essential open rural character of the Parish and manage
development pressures in the countryside to limit as far as possible pressure
on the open countryside and on the Green Belt.

b. Sustain and enhance the special heritage, character and appearance of the
Conservation Area and Listed Buildings in the Parish as a key reminder of its
rural past.

c. Conserve and enhance the existing network of wildlife habitats including
trees, hedgerows, grasslands, waterbodies and local wildlife sites and
improve access to the countryside.

d. Retain each settlement as a distinct community, ensuring new development
to meet housing and community needs is sympathetic and in keeping with
the original settlement character.

e. Improve community facilities and services to be able to better serve existing
and new residents.

f. Manage traffic flows so that existing congestion does not become
significantly worse.

g. Grow the Parish incrementally in a way that best absorbs the impact of
change on the character of the Parish, preserves its values, rural
environment, dark skies, community spirit and overall local infrastructure.

The vision for the Warfield Parish Neighbourhood Plan area is that by 2037: 

“Warfield will have succeeded in meeting a wide variety of local needs, including
the provision of new housing at Hayley Green. The settlements will remain
distinctive communities and the rural and open character of the surrounding
countryside will be protected. The settlements and their communities will continue
to thrive and their health and well-being will be sustained, benefitting from
improvements in local infrastructure and facilities and in improved access to the
countryside.”

 

To achieve this vision, the following plan objectives have been adopted



Neighbourhood Plan Policies

The Warfield Neighbourhood Plan consists of 14 policies that are summarised on
the following pages. More information on each policy and relevant background
information can be found in the Referendum version of the plan on the parish
council website.

 WNP1 – The spatial plan for the parish
This policy defines the settlement boundaries of Hayley Green, Newell Green and
Warfield Street and development within these boundaries will be supported
provided it accords with the development plan policies. The aim of this policy is to
safeguard the landscape setting and sense of place.

 WNP2 – Hayley Green allocation
This policy allocates land at Hayley Green for a mixed development of 235 dwellings
while delivering public open space, safe access from Hayley Green to Edmunds Lane
and Westmorland Park for pedestrians and cyclists and links to the Cricketers Public
House.
 A concept plan for the area is included in the neighbourhood plan.

 WNP3 – Promoting good design in Newell Green
 This policy sets design principles for development in the Newell Green character
area.

 WNP4 – Promoting good design in Warfield Street
 This policy sets design principles for development in the Warfield Street character
area.

 WNP5 – Promoting good design in Hayley Green
 This policy sets design principles for development in the Hayley Green character
area.

 WNP6 – Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG)
This policy is intended to deliver additional recreational space in Warfield following
any additional development.
 



WNP7 – Local Gaps
This policy defines local gaps around Hayley Green and between Warfield Street
and Newell Green to maintain their separation and prevent development harm in
these gaps.

 WNP8 – Enhancing green infrastructure
This policy establishes the Warfield Green Infrastructure Network and looks to
protect and enhance green and blue infrastructure. 

 WNP9 – Local green space designations
The policy designates Chuff Corner and Hayley Green Wood as local green spaces,
which has the effect of giving these areas equivalent status as green belt when
determining planning applications.

 WNP10 – Supporting community assets
This policy says that the loss of community facilities and assets will not be
supported unless their current use is no longer viable and supports improvements
of assets to improve their viability. 

 WNP11 – Protecting and enhancing heritage and biodiversity
This policy says that development should not harm heritage assets including the
Warfield Conservation area and should deliver biodiversity net gains while
protecting mature trees hedgerows, woodlands and local nature reserves.

 WNP12 – Promoting dark skies
Development proposals should be designed to minimise light pollution outside of
built-up areas.
 
 WNP13 – Drainage infrastructure
This policy encourages the provision of new and improved foul and surface water
drainage infrastructure.

 WNP14 – Parking, garaging and ancillary buildings
This policy says that all new development must make adequate provision for off-
road parking and that parking provision should not dominate the street scene. If
planning permission is required, parking provision should not impact the wider
street scene or impact visually on the principal building.



Frequently asked questions

 Who developed the Warfield Neighbourhood Plan?
The Warfield Neighbourhood Plan was developed by a group of local residents and
parish councillors who worked with specialist planning consultants. 

Can the neighbourhood plan stop development?
Neighbourhood Plans can not stop development,  but a developer seeking approval
for something that went against the plan is in the same position as one going
against  National Planning Policy and so they are much less likely to be successful.
Recently, two appeals against the refusal of planning permission for development
within Warfield have been dismissed by Planning Inspectors because they were
contrary to elements of the neighbourhood plan.

Why does the Warfield Neighbourhood Plan include development proposals?
Neighbourhood plans are expected to be include, and be supportive of appropriate
development. The Warfield Neighbourhood Plan proposes 235 homes to be built in
the parish during the period of the plan. 

The Warfield Neighbourhood Plan proposes 235 new homes. What benefits
comes with this?
The Warfield Neighbourhood Plan does include proposals for around 235 new homes
on land to the north of Hayley Green. This land is in private ownership. The proposals
for this area contain a mix of homes as well as a new public open green space for
enjoyment and play, pedestrian access across the land to the Cricketers Public
House and a safe and convenient cycle and pedestrian connection onto Hayley
Green and Forest Road through to Edmunds Lane and Westmorland Park. These are
improvements needed in the local area.

How can I find out more about the Warfield Neighbourhood Plan?
The full Neighbourhood Plan document is available to read on the Warfield Parish
Council website and at Whitegrove Library. The document is written in the form of
planning policy, so if you have any questions please contact us by e-mail and we will
be happy to help. our e-mail address is  clerk@warfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk Please
mark your e-mail 'Neighbourhood Plan Query'.
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