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Landscape Character Area G2 Sunninghill Wooded
Estate

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area G2
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Image 1. Typical view across fields to a wooded skyline looking northwest towards Sunninghill Farm (Grid Reference
494371 170080).

Location
11.23 This character area is located next to Windsor Forest in the north-east of the Borough. It is
defined to the north and east by the edges of Windsor Forest and Windsor Great Park. To the
south and west the area is defined by the administrative boundary of the Royal Borough of
Windsor and Maidenhead. The area continues across the administrative boundary (into LCA 10a
Sunningdale and Sunninghill in the RBWM landscape character assessment).
Key Characteristics
•

Former estate land, historically part of Windsor Forest, with a heavily wooded character, with a
large number of mature trees and remnant parkland.

•

Undulating landform with rounded hills dropping down towards shallow wooded valleys, with
natural stream courses that provide topographical variety, visual interest and valuable habitats
for flora and fauna.

•

Historic water bodies including small ponds and ornamental lakes, are remnants of the
landscaped estates as well as locally important habitat features.

•

Small scale and intricate landscape pattern, including sinuous medieval fields bound by dense and
species rich hedgerows, set within a framework of woodlands, with mature parkland trees,
woodland belts and avenues.

•

Low density settlement restricted to a small area of Cheapside and detached modern 'mansions'
of mixed architectural character which have retained names associated with the former parkland
(including lodges, gatehouses and boathouses).

•

Rural character with a sense of remoteness from the surrounding settlement due to enclosure by
woodland.
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Description of character
Overview
11.24 This area is characterised by remnants of former designed parkland landscapes and its proximity
to the edge of Windsor Forest. The area comprises a large proportion of mixed woodlands and
woodland belts which provide a degree of enclosure. The large number of mature oak trees and
well as ornamental lakes provide a historical record of an area where few historic buildings
associated with the former estates remain.
The physical landscape
11.25 Strong woodland structure and remnant parkland creating a small scale and partly enclosed
landscape with wooded horizons. Woodland is an important landscape feature, and includes
mixed deciduous and coniferous woodlands and woodland belts. These provide an environment
for flora and fauna as well as reflecting historic landscape patterns associated with country
estates.
11.26 Undulating landform, ranging from 45m to 75m AOD, drained by shallow wooded valleys and
numerous watercourses with man-made lakes forming distinctive topographical features although
not always visible within the wooded landscape. Watercourses predominantly run north to south,
ultimately draining into the man-made Virginia Waters to the southeast (outside the study area
within Windsor and Maidenhead).
11.27 Pattern of land cover that strongly corresponds to the mixed underlying geology and soils. The
area is based on a mixed underlying geology of Bagshot Beds from the Bagshot Formation and
London Clay overlain with gravel and sand drift on higher ground. This has given rise to the
predominant pattern of land use: woodland and forest plantations established on areas of sandy,
free-draining soils unsuitable for agricultural production; and improved grasslands occurring on
more fertile areas (classified as Grade 3 within the Agricultural Land Classification).
11.28 Small scale and complex landscape pattern with sinuous medieval fields bound by dense and
species rich hedgerows with mature field trees.
11.29 Semi-enclosed landscape with short views contained by blocks of woodland and woodland belts
and distinctive wooded skylines in views across more open areas. The mature mixed structure of
the woodland serves to conceal buildings and roads in views and prevents wider views across the
landscape from higher areas. This contributes to a tranquil character despite the presence of built
development within and at the edges of the area.
Natural character
11.30 A large number of mature trees, mostly oaks, are found in fields and in field boundaries.
Many of these are protected by tree preservation orders (including all of Emmet’s Wood) and as
well as contributing to landscape character are important habitat features for indigenous flora and
fauna, particularly for supporting specialist invertebrates and fungi populations.
11.31 Woodlands within the area and immediately adjacent are classed as Ancient Woodland
including Paddock Wood and Wood End (within adjacent LCA to the north). Although there are no
statutory nature designations in the area, it lies immediately adjacent to the Windsor Forest and
Great Park SAC and forms part of the Biodiversity Opportunity Area of Windsor Great Park plus
Silwood Park.
11.32 A variety of water bodies, including small ponds and more substantial lakes are locally
important habitat features, particularly in combination with hedgerows and field margins. These
form areas of “unimproved” habitats of local importance and in the context of the area’s proximity
to the Windsor Great Park SAC, provide habitat connectivity across the wider countryside.
Cultural character
11.33 Remnants of parkland features. The woodlands originate in part from when the area was part
of Windsor Forest, which once covered all of east Berkshire in the medieval period, and from the
creation of the designed landscapes that developed as part of the 18th and 19th century estates
which occur regularly across the wider area. Sinuous lakes, including the Great Pond west of
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Sunninghill Park 69 (part of which is outside the study area within Windsor and Maidenhead) and
ponds including Mill Pond south of Emmet’s Wood are important landscape features. Mature
parkland trees and fragments of former avenues containing mature trees (such as the avenue
radiating westwards from Ascot Gate) are also remnant of the designed landscapes.
11.34 There are no listed buildings or cultural designations within the area, although a number of
buildings are likely to be remodelled buildings associated with the parkland landscape and these
retain names such as Lodge, The Old Mill, and Buckhurst Park.
11.35 The area has Royal associations being a former Royal hunting ground created in C11 by William
the Conqueror.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
11.36 The strong network of woodland belts and hedgerows with a large number of mature oak trees
appear mostly well managed and contribute to a rural character and visually interesting
landscape. However there is some evidence of agricultural intensification and the removal of field
boundaries which weakens the historic landscape pattern and increases the scale of the landscape
in places (particularly south of Sunningdale Park Farm 70).
11.37 Large, winged gateways, boundary security fencing and security features are associated with a
number of the larger properties. These often reduce historic and rural character.
11.38 The area provides limited opportunities for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape,
particularly in the south where are no public footpaths and access to the woodlands are generally
very limited by private ownership.
Valued features and characteristics
•

The broadleaf and mixed woodland and rural character provided by undeveloped
agricultural fields which provide an overriding rural quality to the area as well as visual
diversity (particularly changing seasonal interest), a diversity of habitats and a sense of
place. Ancient woodlands, such as Paddock Wood, are relatively rare features in the
context of the UK. Woodland also has cultural associations with the Royal Forest of
Windsor.

•

Remnant parkland features including the large number of mature oak trees in fields
and hedgerows, avenues of trees and ornamental lakes and ponds, which provide a
sense of place, scenic beauty and a cultural reference to the history of the area.

•

The small scale of the landscape pattern, particularly the sinuous medieval fields
and the network of dense and species rich hedgerows enclosing them.

•

Semi-enclosed and tranquil character and strong woodland structure which obscures
built development and the more populated areas to the south west, providing a sense of
remoteness and naturalness.

•

Areas of “unimproved” habitats associated with historic water bodies and water
courses, hedgerows and field margins which contribute to scenic quality and biodiversity.

Forces for Change
11.39 Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report. This area has seen past loss of parkland features and hedgerow
structures, however there are areas of ancient woodland and mature trees surviving. The whole
of the area is covered by Green Belt designation, however, the area could be vulnerable to the
following forces for change:

69
70

Labelled ‘Home Farm’ on the OS map.
Labelled ‘Home Farm’ on the 1:25 000 OS map
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•

Pressure for future development associated with piecemeal redevelopment of former
country estates.

•

Further agricultural intensification leading to the amalgamation of fields and loss of
hedgerows, hedgerow trees and mature field trees.

•

Further loss of parkland features.

•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands and heathlands as a
consequence of climate change.

•

Changes in management that could result in change to species composition or loss of
woodland habitats.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

Landscape Strategy
1.2

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:

Protect

Manage

•

Protect remaining areas woodland from loss or damage and avoid
further fragmentation.

•

Protect the undeveloped rural character and sense of relative
remoteness provided by the woodland structure, particularly where
trees screen buildings and development.

•

Protect remnant parkland features including the large number of
mature oak trees in fields and hedgerows, mature avenues of trees
and ornamental lakes and ponds, which provide a record of the past.

•

Protect the water bodies and natural stream courses which provide
topographical variety, visual interest and valuable habitats for flora
and fauna.

•

Protect and conserve remaining mature and veteran trees, for the
ecological benefits as well as the sense of history.

•

Manage the remaining woodland habitats to ensure their survival.

•

Manage change arising from any future development, farm
diversification or renewable energy to ensure it can be
accommodated without detriment to the valued attributes and sense
of place.

•

Where appropriate consider the restoration of historic field
boundaries or parkland features, such as parkland trees and
avenues.

•

Plan for continued positive conservation and enhancement of the
valuable woodland habitats, balancing this with commercial
operations and provision of recreation and enjoyment of the
landscape.

•

Consider the potential impacts of any potential new development and
plan to minimise these and enhance sense of place through careful
design (including siting, scale, materials and lighting), and use of
landscape mitigation to enhance sense of place.

•

Seek to extend and enhance areas of broad-leaf woodland and open
grasslands to increase the quality and diversity of habitats.

Plan
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Landscape Character Area G2 - Sunninghill Wooded Estate

Image 2. Sunninghill Park (494539 170053)
View westwards along a track which was formerly an avenue which ran west
from Ascot Gate, now overgrown with young saplings and vegetation.

Image 3. Sunninghill Park (494464 170068)
View north from a track to the west of Ascot Gate over gently sloping fields
enclosed by woodland and hedgerows with hedgerow trees - many of which are
mature oaks.

Image 4. Sunninghill Park (494357 170064)
View looking southeast from a track to the north of Ash Covert. Water Splash
Lane, lined with trees is visilbe at the farthest side of the field and the coniferous
trees within Great Windsor Park iaew visible on the skyline.

Image 5. Cheapside (494513 169909)
View north from the edge of Cheapside (Water Splash Lane) across small field
containing mature oaks to a wooded skyline, typical of the area.

Image 6. Cheapside (494463 169869)
Views southwest along Water Splash Lane, enclosed by dense vegetation and
mature trees.

Image 7. Sunninghill Road (494580 169989)
View east from Sunnginghill Road at the entrance to a footpath close to Ascot
Gate, sharing a small pasture enclosed by woodland.
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12. Landscape Character Type H: Wooded
Parkland

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type H
Description
12.1

This landscape character type is particularly influenced by the land ownership by the Crown and
past use of the area as part of medieval extents of Windsor Forest. This has given rise to a
distinctive landscape of parkland fringed by ancient forests which are reminiscent of the ancient
‘wildwood’ of the medieval forest.

12.2

This landscape type falls within the Royal Forest landscape character type (Berkshire landscape
classification) which extends north-eastwards across the Bracknell’s administrative boundary into
the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead.

12.3

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs as two areas, both located on the north-eastern
edge of the borough:

•

H1 Windsor Great Park

•

H2 Windsor Forest
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Landscape Character Area H1: Windsor Great Park

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area H1
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Image 1. Typical combination of grassland, woodlad and parkland trees in Windsor Great Park, looking East on Dukes Lane/
Three Castles Path from Grid Reference 494946, 170314.

Location
12.4

This character area is situated on the eastern edge of the Borough and is clearly defined by its
inclusion within the Royal Estate of Windsor Registered Park and Garden. Windsor Great Park
extends eastwards over Bracknell Forest’s administrative boundary into the Royal Borough of
Windsor and Maidenhead (Windsor Great Park landscape character area).
Key Characteristics

•

Parkland with a regal and ancient ambience due to its royal association from the 11th century,
verified by the presence of historic estate buildings, ancient woodland and mature trees.

•

Built development is mostly limited to estate buildings, particularly lodges at the entrances to the
park.

•

Roads and paths, well used by pedestrians, equestrians and cyclists, provide connectivity across
Windsor Great Park.

•

Parkland features including wood pasture, scattered mature parkland trees, grassland and
woodland enclosing the edge of the park.

•

Pockets of sands overlying the clay give rising to undulating topography reaching 85m AOD at
Sandpit Gate

•

Topography results in long views to the east into the Royal Estate of Windsor.

•

Arable fields are located on the eastern edge of the area, cut into the parkland landscape and
continuing eastwards into the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead.

•

A great sense of history owing to the historic landscape and built features including the park pale,
ancient woodland, mature trees (some veteran) and lodges.
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Description of character
Overview
12.5

This is an area characterised by its distinct historic parkland character including the large areas of
grassland punctuated by mature trees, areas of wood pasture, pockets of woodland and estate
buildings. It is enclosed by an historic park pale.
The physical landscape

12.6

The area is underlain by London Clay to the south with pockets of Bagshot sands in the
north. The outcrops of Bagshot sands give rise to low hills rising to 85 metres AOD at Sandpit
Gate in the north of the area. Areas of London Clay give rise to a flatter and lower lying landscape
to the south. The landform drains to the south, eventually flowing into Virginia Water. The higher
areas provide long distance views to the east, across the Windsor Estate.
Natural character

12.7

The area exhibits a mosaic of habitats including wood pasture, grassland with scattered
mature trees, and woodland enclosing the edge of the park. A large part of the area is designated
as part of the Windsor Forest and Great Park SSSI (and SAC) as a result of its range of habitats
including woodland, wood pasture, parkland Relicts of the primary forest (ancient oak pollards),
veteran trees (oak and beech) and a mosaic of unimproved and semi-improved grassland and
grass-heath.

12.8

Poor acidic sandy over clayey and loamy soils support areas of bracken and acid grassland while
Drift over Tertiary Clay give rise to better agricultural soils which support arable land and
improved grassland.

12.9

There are areas of ancient woodland on the edges of the park. For example Blacknest Woods
to the south is an Ancient and Semi Natural Woodland.

12.10 This character areas falls within the Windsor Great Park and Woodlands plus Silwood Park
Biodiversity Opportunity area which aims to manage parkland, wood pasture and woodland; and
manage and restore lowland meadow, acid grassland, heathland and fen habitat.
Cultural character
12.11 The character of the area is greatly influenced by its location within Windsor Great
Park. Windsor Great Park was created out of Windsor Forest as a royal hunting park from the C11
by William the Conqueror, and by c 1365 had evolved approximately to its present size and
shape. Some of the mature oaks are reputed to be dated from this period. The late
medieval/early modern park contained internal divisions, each with its own lodge and keeper,
which were later joined together. Long Wood Park Pale marks the ditch and bank that once
formed the boundary of the medieval deer park.
12.12 Built development is mostly limited to estate buildings, particularly lodges at the entrances
to the park, such as the Sandpit Gate Lodge. These are typically constructed from brick and are a
reminder of the estate ownership and royal associations.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
12.13 This character area has a great sense of cohesion and consistency in character as a result of it
forming part of Windsor Great Park whose extents are clearly identifiable. Inside the ancient park
pale is a well-managed landscape of semi naturalised woodland, managed wood pasture
(including pollarded oaks), parkland trees and grassland. There are a few detracting features
such as the arable fields and post and wire fencing that interrupt the otherwise consistent
parkland landscape, but overall landscape condition is good.
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Valued features and characteristics
•

The intact parkland landscape including the mature oak trees, ancient broadleaf
woodland, estate buildings and the historic park pale which provide a particularly
strong sense of place due to the current and historic royal associations, relaying a
cultural record of the past. Estate buildings, particularly lodges at the entrances to the
park also provide grand focal points. All of these features have strong scenic qualities
and provide an important environment for flora and fauna. The cultural associations with
the former medieval hunting forest and the relative rarity of these features in the
context of the UK indicate they are of particular value. Windsor Forest as a whole has
the highest density of oak trees within the UK and possibly within Europe. The area
provides an important recreational resource for cyclists, horse riders and walkers, as well
as being a well preserved historic landscape at the national level.

•

Long rural views to the east into the Royal Estate of Windsor which provide
opportunities for aesthetic enjoyment of the landscape and convey a sense of space.

•

Lack of modern development and infrastructure which provides an historic sense of
place, sense of seclusion, tranquillity and sense of escape from modern life, and a sense
of space.

•

Areas of wood pasture, scattered mature parkland trees, grassland and
woodland which combine to provide aesthetic appeal, a sense of enclosure which
restrict views towards urban areas in Bracknell, as well as an important environment for
flora and fauna.

•

Historic routes through the landscape which provide a record of the past and provide
access to, and enjoyment of, the landscape.

Forces for Change
12.14 Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report. In this landscape character area change has been slow. The size and
shape of the park is reminiscent of the 14th century and many features have existed for centuries.
Some more modern influences include changes in agriculture and introduction of fencing, but the
area has a number of nature conservation and heritage designations that protect the landscape
including SAC and SSSI. The area is also part of the Green Belt. Nevertheless, the landscape
could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands as a consequence of
climate change.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Pressure for farm diversification and changes in land use of farmland.

•

Recreational pressures resulting erosion, or pressure for recreational facilities.

•

Built development taking place outside the park that might affect the character of the
park or views across it.

•

Change in woodland management techniques could affect the character of the forest,
such as a decline in coppicing and pollarding.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

Landscape Strategy
12.15 The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:
Protect

•

Protect the existing built character, comprising historic estate
buildings, and maintain these as focal points.
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Manage

Plan

•

Protect ancient woodlands, mature and veteran trees, wood pasture
and other wooded features.

•

Protect the long rural views from visual intrusion by built
development outside the area, particularly where these feature
historic buildings, are designed views, or reveal a largely
undeveloped landscape.

•

Protect the dark skies.

•

Manage the woodlands to ensure their survival and longevity,
including selective thinning, clearance of invasive non-native species
and improving edge diversity.

•

Manage trees and wood pasture to ensure their survival.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape with
the conservation of habitats for flora and fauna and conservation of
historic features.

•

‘Plan for continued positive conservation and management of the
valuable habitats and historic parkland features, balancing this with
provision of recreation and enjoyment of the landscape.

•

Plan for the future replacement of trees and woodland to maintain a
healthy stock of these features.

•

Plan for changes in climate, increasing resilience of features to such
changes.

•

Consider the potential impacts of any potential new development
outside the area and plan to minimise any effects on this landscape
through careful siting and screening.
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Landscape Character Area H1 - Windsor Great Park

Image 2 South Forest (495175, 170441 Looking west )
The area exhibits a mosaic of habitats including wood pasture, grassland with
scattered mature trees, and woodland enclosing the edge of the park

Image 3. Sandpit Lodge (495052, 171861 Looking North West )
Built development is mostly limited to estate buildings, particularly lodges at the
entrances to the park, such as the Sandpit Lodge

Image 4. PRoW south of Sandpit Lodge (495052, 171861 Looking South
East)
Topography results in long views to the east into the Royal Estate of Windsor

Image 5 Three Castles Path (495048, 171876) Looking North West towards
South Forest, an ancient woodland on the eastern edge of the park.

Image 6. PRoW south of Isle of Wight Pond (495299, 172372) Looking
West towards South Forest
Scattered mature parkland trees, grassland and woodland enclosing the edge of
the park.

Image 7. Three Castles Path/ Wood (495048, 171876 Looking South
towards Blacknest Woods, an Anceitn and Semi Natural Woodlan to the south.
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Landscape Character Area H2: Windsor Forest

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area H1
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Image 1: Typical wooded landscape as seen from the Three Castles Path at Grid Reference 494728 170266 looking in an
easterly direction.

Location
12.16 This character area is clearly defined by its wooded nature. The two parts of Windsor Forest
described here are separated by the administrative boundary with the Royal Borough of Windsor
and Maidenhead (Windsor Forest LCA in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead). The
boundary of the Windsor Great Park Registered Park and Garden defines the boundary to the east
with H1 Windsor Great Park.
Key Characteristics
•

A unique and historic landscape, with its origins as the royal medieval hunting forest of Windsor.

•

Long- established mosaic of, broadleaved, mixed and coniferous woodland (including plantations,
semi-natural and ancient woodland) forming part of Windsor Forest and Great Park SSSI (and
SAC).

•

Underlain by London Clay with pockets of Bagshot sands, the sands give rise to hills within the
forest, forming a ridge running from southwest to north-east through the South Forest.

•

Numerous streams and drainage ditches, mostly masked by the woodland cover, but providing
topographical interest and valuable habitats.

•

Very large and mature trees, including oak and beech.

•

Notable absence of development (except for a few houses on the edge of the forest).

•

Historic rides and routes link to Windsor Great Park, providing private paths through the forest.

•

A sense of tranquillity and relative remoteness due to the lack of development and wooded
character.
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Description of character
Overview
12.17 These two areas of land are characterised by their heavily wooded nature, comprising of a rich
mosaic of mature broadleaved woodlands, coniferous and mixed plantations.
The physical landscape
12.18 The area is underlain by London Clay with pockets of Bagshot sands, the sands give rise
to hills within the forest, forming a ridge running from southwest to north-east through the South
Forest and forming a steep valley topography within Standinghill Woods.
12.19 Numerous streams and drainage ditches, mostly masked by the woodland cover.
Wooded streams within South Forest with shallow slopes fall south to Great Pond. More incised
stream valley within High Standinghill Woods. Tracks cut through the forest; some are enclosed
whereas others open up views through the forest.
Natural character
12.20 Long- established mosaic of wooded habitats, from mature broadleaved woodlands to
coniferous and mixed plantations and ancient woodland. The majority of the area is designated as
part of the wider Windsor Forest and Great Park SSSI (and SAC), only an area of felled woodland
called Wood End is excluded from the designation. The wider area is designated as a result of its
range of habitats including woodland, wood pasture, parkland, Relicts of the primary forest
(ancient oak pollards), veteran trees (oak and beech) and a mosaic of unimproved and semiimproved grassland and grass-heath. This LCA contributes to the woodland aspects of the
designation.
12.21 This character areas forms part of the wider Windsor Great Park and Woodlands plus Silwood Park
Biodiversity Opportunity area which aims to manage parkland, wood pasture and woodland; and
manage and restore lowland meadow, acid grassland, heathland and fen habitat.
Cultural character
12.22 This woodland is a unique and historic landscape, with its origins as the royal medieval
hunting forest of Windsor, as such it has strong associations with the neighbouring Windsor
Great Park and includes historic routes that link to the park. It is under the management of The
Crown Estate that in medieval times had rights over the hunting and timber outputs from the
forest. The landscape has therefore remained almost unchanged from its original layout due its
protected status, careful management and replanting
12.23 During the Middle Ages oak trees were felled from the forest for use in ship
construction. Oak plantations were instructed by Queen Elizabeth in 1580 by acorn sowing. More
felling has occurred since, with subsequent replanting. An area of former allotments on Winkfield
Plain are visible in the landscape, likely to have been associated with the ‘Free School’ that was
once located nearby 71
12.24 There is a notable absence of development, except for a few houses on the edge of the
forest.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
12.25 This area has a strong character and sense of cohesion due to its continuous wooded nature. It
has good cultural, ecological and functional integrity as a result of its connections to Windsor
Forest and historic woodland, and is well managed. Built features are few and far between, but
those that exist are well integrated into the wooded context. Although there are some areas of
coniferous plantation and the recently felled plantation at Wood End that form distracting
elements, overall the condition is good.
71

The modern OS map calls them “school allotments”, and the 1809 OS drawing show that there is a “Free School” around this
location
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Valued features and characteristics
•

The heavily wooded character including ancient woodland and large mature trees that
provide a distinct sense of place and strong scenic beauty, a sense of history (linked to
the medieval Royal Forest of Windsor) and an important environment for flora and fauna.
Windsor Forest as a whole has the highest density of oak trees within the UK and
possibly within Europe. The woodlands provide a strong setting to Windsor Great Park
(and visual backdrop to views across the park) and a role in providing enjoyment of the
landscape through access to the forest.

•

Historic routes through the landscape which provide a record of the past and provide
access to, and enjoyment of, the landscape.

•

The natural stream courses which provide topographical variety, visual interest and
valuable habitats for flora and fauna.

•

The sense of tranquillity and relative remoteness experienced in the forest due to
the lack of development and wooded character which provides a sense of history,
enjoyment of the landscape and sense of escape from modern life. The sense of
naturalness provided by the woodland and lack of settlement.

Forces for Change
12.26 Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.
12.27 In this area Windsor Forest has remained wooded, due to its continued Crown Estate ownership.
Management of the woodland has been ongoing since medieval times, with periods of felling and
restocking. Some more modern influences include development of the road network that cuts
through the forest and the associated boundary fencing (although the roads follow historic
routes). The area forms part of an SSSI and SAC which help to protect the landscape. The area is
also part of the Green Belt. Nevertheless, the landscape could be vulnerable to the following
forces for change:
•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands and heathlands as a
consequence of climate change.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Recreational pressures resulting in erosion of landscape features, or pressure for building
of recreational facilities.

•

Impacts of road noise and public access upon the relative remoteness and tranquillity of
the woodlands

•

Change in woodland management techniques could affect the character of the forest,
such as a decline in coppicing and pollarding.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

Landscape Strategy
12.28 The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:

Protect

•

Protect mosaic of wooded habitats, particularly the broadleaved and
ancient woodlands and mature trees.

•

Protect the undeveloped character and sense of relative remoteness
and tranquillity, including the dark skies.
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Manage

Plan

•

Protect historic routes through the woodland which provide a record
of the past and provide access to, and enjoyment of, the landscape.

•

Protect the natural stream courses which provide topographical
variety, visual interest and valuable habitats for flora and fauna.

•

Actively manage the woodlands to ensure their survival and
longevity, including selective thinning, clearance of invasive nonnative species and improving edge diversity.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape with
the conservation of habitats for flora and fauna as well as historic
features/ the sense of history associated with the area.

•

Plan for continued positive conservation and management of the
valuable habitats, balancing this with provision of recreation and
enjoyment of the landscape.

•

Plan for the future replacement of trees and woodland to maintain a
healthy stock of these features.

•

Plan for changes in climate, increasing resilience of the woodland to
such changes.

•

Consider the potential impacts of any potential new development
outside the area and plan to minimise any visual effects on this
landscape (including light spill).
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Landscape Character Area H2 Windsor Forest

Image 2. Prince Consort Gate, Duke’s Lane (494728, 170266 Looking East)
Strong associations with the neighbouring Windsor Great Park, historic routes
link to the park, such as Duke’s Lane.

Image 3. Duke’s Lane/ Three Castles Path (494697, 170253) Looking North
into the South Forest. A long- established mosaic of, broadleaved, mixed and
coniferous woodland (including plantations, semi-natural and ancient woodland)
forming part of Windsor Forest and Great Park SSSI (and SAC).

Image 4. A332 (493834, 171900 Looking North East)
Notable absence of development and infrastrucutre, though the road network
dissects the forest.

Image 5. PRoW in Wood End Woods (493433 , 171018 Looking West )
The woodland is well managed though there are some areas of coniferous
plantation and the recently felled plantation at Wood End that form distracting
elements.

Image 6. Within South Forest (494654 , 170197 Looking North East)
A sense of tranquillity and relative remoteness due to the lack of development
and wooded character.

Image 7. B3022/ South Forest (493127, 173299 Looking South East)
The majority of the area is designated as part of the wider Windsor Forest and
Great Park SSSI (and SAC). Public access is only allowed with a permit in most
parts of the forest.

Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment

July 2015

Landscape Character Area H2 - Windsor Forest

Map 2: Topography and Drainage

Map 3: Habitats
Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment

March 2015

Landscape Character Area H2 - Windsor Forest

Map 4: Woodland and Trees

Map 5: Nature Conservation and Cultural Heritage Designations
Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment

March 2015

Appendix 1 Glossary of Terms
Term

Definition

Aesthetic

Concerning the visual appeal of an feature or landscape

Amenity

A feature that increases attractiveness or value

AOD

Above Ordnance Datum (sea level).

AONB

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – a statutory national landscape
designation.

Agricultural Land
Classification

The classification of agricultural land in England in Wales.

Ancient woodland

Woods that are believed to have been continuous woodland cover
since at least 1600 AD.

Alluvium

Loose soil or sediments, which has been eroded, reshaped by water in
some form, and redeposited in a non-marine setting.

Arable

The growing of crops

Assart

The informal inclosure of private farmland by encroachment into
woodland or heath.

BC

Before Christ, used to indicate a date before the Christian era

Biodiversity

The measure of the variety of organisms present in different
ecosystems.

Bronze Age

A time period characterised by the use of bronze, proto-writing, and
other early features of urban civilization.

Built Form

The characteristic nature of built development.

Characteristic

A distinctive element of the landscape that contributes to landscape
character for instance a particular hedgerow pattern or sense of
tranquillity.

Civitas

A social body united by law

Clayey

Clay soils

Condition

A judgement on the intactness and condition of the elements of the
landscape.

Coniferous woodland

Woodland comprised of coniferous trees often having needle like
leaves. They are usually evergreen.

Coppice

A traditional form of woodland management where trees (commonly
hazel) are cut regularly on a cycle to promote growth from their
bases.

96

Copse

A small group of trees

Deciduous woodland

Woodland where the majority of tree lose their leaves at the end of
the growing season

Drift

The name for all material of glacial origin found anywhere on land or
at sea, including sediment and large rocks.

Enclosure

The placing in private hands of land to which there was previously
common rights; the merging of strip fields to form a block surrounded
by hedges.

Floodplain

The area that would naturally be affected by flooding if a river rises
above its banks, or high tides and stormy seas cause flooding in
coastal areas.

Flood alleviation

The act of reducing flooding by various means

Forces for change

These are both positive and negative factors that are known to or
have potential to act on the landscape, including agricultural
management issues, policy and development pressures.

Geodiversity

The variety of rocks, minerals, fossils, landforms, sediments and soils
in an area, together with natural processes, such as erosion and
landslips, that may still be active.

GIS

Geographic Information System

GPS

Global Positioning System

Green Belt

An area of open land around a city, on which building is restricted.

Ha

Hectares

Habitat

The natural home or environment of an animal, plant, or other
organism

Heathland

A shrubland habitat found mainly on free-draining infertile, acidic
soils, characterised by open, low-growing woody vegetation

Horsiculture

Development of farmland for horses and equestrianism

Hydrology

The science dealing with the occurrence, circulation, distribution, and
properties of the waters of the earth and its atmosphere

Intactness

Not changed or diminished

Iron Age

The period generally occurring after the Bronze Age, marked by the
prevalent use of iron

Joint Strategic Planning Unit

An over-arching group that works on behalf of local authorities to
oversee transport, waste and minerals polices.

Land cover

The physical material at the surface of the earth.
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Landscape character

The distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements that
occurs consistently in a particular landscape and how these are
perceived. It reflects particular combinations of geology, landform,
soils, vegetation, land use and human settlement.

Landscape character areas
(LCAs)

Single unique areas that are the discrete geographical area of a
particular landscape type.

Landscape character types
(LCTs)

Distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogenous in
character. They are generic in nature in that they may occur in
different areas in different parts of the country, but share broadly
similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage patterns,
vegetation, historic land use and settlement pattern.

Landscape Strategy

Principles to manage and direct landscape change for a particular
landscape type or character area including identification of any
particular management needs for specific elements.

Loamy

Soil composed mostly of sand and silt, and a smaller amount of clay

Local Plan

A development plan prepared by local planning authorities

LWS

Local Wildlife Site

Medieval

Relating to the Middle Ages

New Town

A British town that did not develop gradually but was planned and
created by the government

Naturalness

The quality or state of being natural.

NCA

National Character Area – defined within the National Character Area
Study, Natural England (2013) - NCAs divide England into 159 distinct
natural areas. Each is defined by a unique combination of landscape,
biodiversity, geodiversity, history, and cultural and economic activity.

Nucleated Settlements

A settlement that is clustered around a centre, in comparison to a
linear or dispersed settlement.

OS

Ordnance Survey

Plan

A strategy that provides the opportunity to create or accelerate
change towards a new positive landscape character.

Parish

A small administrative district typically having its own church and a
priest or pastor.

Pasture

Ordnance Survey

Peaty

A mossy accumulation of compressed decaying plant material

Perceptual

The ability to interpret or become aware of something through the
senses.

Permeable

Allowing liquids or gases to pass through it.
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Plateau

An area of fairly level high ground

Prehistoric

The period before written records

Protect

Strategy where the emphasis is conservation of existing character and
of particular features that contribute to this character.

Rarity

The state or quality of being rare

Redoubt

A fort consisting of defensive emplacement outside of a larger fort,
usually relying on earthworks.

Remnant

A part or quantity left after the greater part has been used, removed,
or destroyed.

Round barrow

A type of tumulus and is one of the most common types of
archaeological monuments

Rural

Relating to or characteristic of the countryside

Scheduled Ancient Monument

Nationally important archaeological sites or historic buildings, given
protection against unauthorised change

Sensitive

The response to change or influence

Settlement pattern

The shape of a settlement

Silty

Fine earth matter carried by moving or running water and deposited
as a sediment.

Skyline

The outline of a range of hills, ridge or group of buildings seen against
the sky.

SAC

Special Area of Conservation

SPA

Special Protection Area

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest

Subsoils

Soil lying immediately under the surface soil

Superficial deposits

Geological deposit from the Quaternary age, may include stream
channel and floodplain deposits. All pre quaternary deposits are known
as bedrock.

Topography

The arrangement of the natural and artificial physical features of an
area, often relating to topography

Veteran Trees

Exceptional due to the trees age, rarity, ecological, aesthetic of
cultural interest. Veteran tree data in Bracknell Forest Borough is
currently incomplete and, although a good indication of where veteran
trees exist, cannot be used to indicate where such trees do not occur.
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Landscape Strategy

Principles to manage and direct landscape change for a particular
landscape type or character area including identification of any
particular management needs for specific elements.

Strength of character

A judgement on how distinctive and recognisable the pattern is that
defines the character of the landscape. This includes the combination
of physical and cultural attributes and the sense of place that they
evoke.

Valued attributes

Positive features and characteristics that are important to landscape
character.

Waterlogged

Saturated with water
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Appendix 3 Field Survey Sheet
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Appendix 4 Consultation
A workshop was held on 16th April 2015 to consult on the draft landscape character assessment. The
specific purposes were to validate the draft classification (including boundaries and names of types and
areas), to provide information on cultural associations and input to the forces for change.
In addition to the internal steering group, representatives from the following organisations were invited
to attend (attendance is indicated beside each organisation):
•

Historic England

•

Environment Agency

•

Natural England

•

Berkshire Archaeology (attended)

•

Surrey County Council

•

Surrey Heath Borough Council

•

Hampshire County Council

•

Hart District Council

•

Wokingham Borough Council (attended)

•

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

As some of the organisations were unable to attend, comments were also invited from the above
following the workshop until 27th April 2015. Suggestions and responses are set out below:
Comments on boundaries and names
Suggestion

Response

B1 – the area would be better known as
“Crowthorne/ Sandhurst Heathland Mosaic”
or “Crowthorne/ Sandhurst Heathland
Corridor”

Changed to Crowthorne/ Sandhurst Heathland
Mosaic

D1 is not really farmland (it is woodland and
grassland) – should it be called Wooded Clay
Farmland?

Retain existing name as it fits with the wider
character of the landscape beyond the
administrative boundary.

G1 – should this extend further south?

We have found no reason to extend further south
– no change.

C1- boundary should reflect the settlement
boundary to be consistent with the other
areas

Southern boundary changed to the settlement
boundary.

G2 – suggest that this may be a less wooded
area within H1/ H2.

We feel it fits better in the Wooded Estates type
– no change.
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Cultural associations
Suggestion

Response

Refer to Pevsner’s book on Berkshire, and
the Victoria County History online to find
more information on cultural associations.

These sources have been consulted

Reference to Royal associations relating to
the former Royal hunting ground created in
the 11th century by William the Conqueror
applies to all LCAs in Bracknell Forest

References added to all areas except the
Blackwater Valley

A1 Queen Ann(e) Ride is an important
element and cultural association with Queen
Ann(e). Also military links and possible
cultural associations related to TRL.

Details added

Swinley Forest was a filming location for
Harry Potter.
The Lookout is popular for recreation now –
and well known
B1 Make reference to the people associated
with, and functions of, the buildings as well
as the buildings themselves.

Details added

The function of Broadmoor as an asylum is an
important cultural association – and the
reasons behind why the site was chosen –
i.e. reflected the thinking at the time for
restorative treatment of mental health.
Check any associations with famous people
relating to Wellington College.
C1 – any associations arising from Jealott’s
Hill?

Details added

C2 – any associations with Ascot Place? Also
add associations with Ascot/ Polo/ dressage
etc.

Details added

D1 – rephrase to make less negative.

Rephrased

E1 – industrial associations?

Incorporated

F1 – the Council have a paper on the growth
of settlements which may be of interest

Paper accessed and details added from this

G1 – Easthampstead School

Not sure what this comment means in relation to
the character assessment – no change made
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Forces for change
Suggestion

Response

Check designations and green belt have been
referenced consistently in the introductory
section and the forces for change bullets.

Checked and amended as necessary.

A1 – add visitor pressure leading to erosion
and impact on tranquillity. Also pressures
from recreation such as off road motor
biking.

Details added

Add “Effects on tree health as a consequence
of adverse pathogens” to this and all other
LCAs.
Potential infill/ expansion associated with the
RMA.
Increase in commercial forestry.
Planting of more deciduous trees where
previously it was coniferous.
Forest fires.
Heathland replanting and habitat creation
e.g. around the TRL – there is a potential
merging of area A1 with B1.
B1 – add visitor pressure and erosion.

Details added

Add forest/ heathland fires.
Traveller sites.
Development such as concrete pipes affecting
the water quality and adversely affecting
SSSIs.
C1 – development located close to vegetation
on clay soils, combined with dry conditions
resulting from climate change, is causing clay
shrinkage resulting in subsidence and
vegetation failure.

Details added

Horsiculture, stud farms, and other horse
related activities associated with proximity to
Ascot.
Golf courses – are now a past event and are
now reducing
Traveller site near Hazelwood.
Conversion of agricultural buildings with
permitted development rights, replacement
of buildings and domestic ancillary features
such as swimming pools and tennis courts –
increasing the domestication of the
countryside.
C2 – as for C1. Green Belt – development of
previously developed sites.

Details added
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E1 – visitor pressure resulting in erosion of
features and effects on tranquillity.

Details added

Pressure for golf courses is not relevant
currently – in fact there is loss of golf courses
rather than gain (e.g. Blue Mountain is to
become a development site).

Details added
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Appendix 5 User Guide
Using the LCA in designing and assessing the impact of proposals on landscape features and
characteristics
This User Guide is designed for both developers and decision-makers to help them consider landscape
character when planning any type of change outside urban areas. It is arranged around nine key stages,
and sets out a series of questions as prompts to assist in using available information to shape proposals /
assist in planning decisions.
What type of change is proposed?

Which Landscape Character Area (LCA) is the proposal in?

Is the proposed site characteristic of the wider LCA (as
described in the landscape character assessment)?

Are any of the valued features and characteristics of the LCA within or
close to the site?

Will any of the key characteristics be affected by the
proposal? If so, which ones and how?

Will any of the valued features and characteristics be affected
by the proposal? If so, which ones and how?

Will the proposal conflict with any of the objectives set out in
the landscape strategy? If so which ones?

If the answer is yes to any of the last 3 questions can the scheme be altered in
any way to avoid adverse effects on key characteristics, valued features/
characteristics or objectives?

If not, can adverse effects be reduced or offset? How?

112

