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8. Landscape Character Type D: Wooded
Clayland

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type D
Description
8.1

This character type is a flat, simple, large scale farmed and wooded landscape.

8.2

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs in a small pocket in the north of the borough:
•

D1 The Hazes Wooded Clayland
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Landscape Character Area D1 The Hazes Wooded
Clayland

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area D1
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Image 1. Typical landscape of woodland blocks, hedgerows and a rural lane from a view looking north from Mare
Lane at Grid reference: 485126 174112,

Location
8.3

This is a small character area located at the very north western tip of the borough. It is
surrounded to the north and west by the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead; the adjacent
character area within that borough is 7A Shurlock Row Wooded Clay Farmland 63. It is defined by
the borough boundary to the north and west; to the east by Howe Lane and to the south, roughly
by the 45m contour line as the land begins to rise to the south. The character description for 7A
Shurlock Row Wooded Clay Farmland from the Windsor and Maidenhead Landscape Character
Assessment should also be referred to for understanding the wider context of this character area.
Key characteristics
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•

A flat, simple, large scale farmed and wooded landscape which creates an open and expansive
feel.

•

Large blocks of mixed woodland, and some ancient woodland, form part of the wider group of
woodland blocks to the north within the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. Within
woodlands there is a sense of enclosure

•

Presence of surface water within numerous streams, ditches and farm ponds.

•

Rural lanes enclosed by hedgerows, trees, grass verges and ditches create a quiet, enclosed
character when travelling through the landscape and provide a sense of history.

•

Limited settlement of scattered farmsteads which creates a generally quiet, rural character with
the exception of the M4 corridor that cuts through the northern part.

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Landscape Character Assessment, LDA Design, 2004
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Description of character
Overview
8.4

This small area in Bracknell Forest can be viewed as part of the larger 7A Shurlock Row Wooded
Clay Farmland character area located within the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. It is
a simple landscape within the Green Belt, predominantly wooded and with some medium-large
scale, flat arable and pasture fields. This creates a sense of openness and expansiveness, with
simple views to wooded horizons. The M4 motorway corridor cuts diagonally across the northern
half of the area at grade but is well-screened by the adjacent woodland.
Physical landscape

8.5

A flat, simple landscape at approximately 40m AOD, with underlying geology of London Clay.
Its relatively low lying elevation and impermeability of the clay, result in a number of
watercourses, ditches and streams crossing the landscape, many of which drain into the Cut - this
runs along the borough boundary to the north east of the character area. Soils include an area of
river terrace gravels close to the Cut watercourse, of coarse and fine loamy permeable soils over
gravel affected by groundwater, supporting permanent grassland, deciduous woodland and rough
grazing. They also give rise to gravel extraction, which has previously taken place but has since
undergone restoration as the Trout Fishery.

8.6

The combination of the large blocks of mixed woodland and medium to large open fields of arable
and pasture, create a relatively large scale and expansive landscape.

8.7

Great Hazes and Little Hazes are large blocks of coniferous and mixed plantation
woodland, and in combination with other nearby woodland blocks such as Long Wood, Pond
Wood and Great Wood to the north (within the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead),
create a framework of woodland and the impression of a large scale landscape.

8.8

Semi-regular field shapes generally follow the pattern of cut drains and are divided by
hedgerows and occasional hedgerow trees, creating some texture and interest, although they are
in variable condition.

8.9

Water is a prominent feature in the landscape, as the heavy clay soils are prone to waterlogging.
This results in numerous small streams and ditches running through the landscape. The Cut river
runs along the borough boundary to the north east of the character area. Felix Farm trout
fishery, a former sand and gravel extraction site, is located in the centre of the character area.
Cultural character

8.10

Historic lanes include Spinning Wheel Lane and Mare Lane which are now public bridleways are
lined by grass verges, sometimes ditches and high hedgerows and trees and have a very rural
and distinctive character, feeling enclosed and quiet, contrasting with the more open, expansive
fields.

8.11

Settlement consists of individual farmsteads and little other development. Built
development almost disappears where it is well integrated into the landscape with deciduous
planting and natural coloured materials such as red brick, but where built elements are more
suburban in design such as close board fencing, they tend to stand out.

8.12

The M4 motorway is a major feature in the north of the area, perceived through road noise,
glimpsed views and where it creates a physical barrier. However, it is relatively well integrated by
the mixed woodland, with no or little visual intrusion from lighting and road signage over the top
of the adjacent woodland.
Natural character

8.13

One of the woodland copses within the borough is ancient woodland: Gardener’s Copse oak
woodland. Benhams Copse (which lies just outside the boundary) is also ancient woodland).
These are both Local Wildlife Sites. The surrounding areas of woodland to the north within the
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, including Great Wood and Long Wood are also
designated ancient woodland. This area forms part of a wider group of woodlands, as recognised
in the wider Waltham to Binfield Woodlands and Parklands Biodiversity Opportunity Area. This
brings together the areas of ancient woodlands and parklands from White Waltham in the north
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(within the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead) to Haines Hill and Standlake Parks (within
Wokingham borough) in the west and Binfield in the south, aiming to identify areas for improving
biodiversity. The Biodiversity Opportunity Area has targets including the management and
restoration of woodland and additional woodland planting.
Perceptual character
8.14

The character of the area is one of relatively large scale, expansiveness, with simple views to
wooded horizons. This contrasts with a dark, enclosed character within the large blocks of
coniferous woodland and along narrow rural lanes. The general lack of built development brings a
sense of rurality and peacefulness. Locally the M4 motorway brings noise and movement.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/ condition
8.15

Urban intrusions include the M4 corridor but the cohesion brought to the landscape by the large
blocks of woodland also helps to screen the motorway corridor. There are occasional intact areas
of rural landscape such as the historic rural lanes and peaceful expanses of open farmland and
some built development which is well integrated although the condition of elements such as
hedgerows is variable. Overall the intrusion from the motorway is minimised by the adjacent
woodland and lack of signage and lighting visible over the woodland along this section.
Valued features and characteristics
•

Woodland blocks including those adjacent to the M4 which provide screening of the
motorway corridor, minimising its landscape and visual impact on the landscape, and
areas of deciduous and mixed woodland which are also important for biodiversity,
including Gardener’s Copse, and provides habitat and visual links to other woods to the
north and south west. Ancient woodland is relatively rare in the context of the UK.

•

Publicly accessible footpaths including areas through woodland, as well as areas for
recreation such as paintballing and fishing which enable local communities to enjoy the
landscape.

•

Roadside verges, ditches and trees which have biodiversity value as well as telling a
story of the presence of water in the landscape.

•

Historic, rural lanes which are valued for quietness and tranquillity, such as Spinning
Wheel Lane and Mare Lane which are scenic features as well as providing a historical
record of the past and create a smaller scale landscape of rural character and texture.
They also provide public access for enjoyment of the countryside within public footpaths
and bridleways.

•

Expansive views to wooded horizons.

Forces for change
8.16

Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.

8.17

In this landscape character area, new built development including conversion of agricultural
buildings to light industrial uses and the M4 has previously introduced new elements into the rural
landscape. Local Wildlife Sites and ancient woodland status provide some protection to copses
and the area is also within Green Belt which offers some protection, but the character of the
landscape could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

New built development including individual properties and conversion of agricultural
buildings.

•

Agricultural intensification leading to the further degradation and loss of hedgerow field
boundaries.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
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deciduous woodland.
•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands and heathlands as a
consequence of climate change.

•

Changes in management that could result in changes to the woodland and remaining
remnant heathland habitats, such as encroachment of scrub or use for commercial
forestry.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

•

Visitor pressure resulting in erosion of features and effects upon tranquillity

Landscape Strategy
8.18

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:
Protect

Manage

Plan

•

Conserve the rural character of the area, including features that
contribute to this character such as grass verges, ditches, high
hedgerows and trees alongside roads and rural lanes.

•

Protect the historic lanes and routes that provide a sense of time
depth to the landscape, as well as public access.

•

Actively manage hedgerows and hedgerow trees to ensure the
survival of field boundaries, as well as supporting biodiversity.

•

Actively manage woodlands including Gardener’s Copse ancient
woodland and mixed woodland which provides screening to the M4,
to ensure their survival, including management to prevent the spread
of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into
native deciduous woodland.

•

Manage woodlands to improve biodiversity value.

•

Plan for the restoration of woodland and planting of additional
woodland in line with the objectives of the Waltham to Binfield
Woodlands and Parklands Biodiversity Opportunity Area.

•

Plan to improve biodiversity and landscape character, particularly in
more intensively farmed, areas through additional tree and hedgerow
planting.

•

Ensure design of new development (including buildings and
roads) is sensitive to the rural character of the area, such as
incorporation of roadside verges and hedgerows in new
development where appropriate. Light pollution from new
developments should be minimised to maintain rural character and
dark skies.
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Landscape Character Area D1 - The Hazes Wooded Clayland

Image 2. Great Hazes Wood (484879 175115)
Private recreation such as paintballing takes place within woodland.

Image 3. Open, flat to gently undulating fields: (485133 174110)
View looking west across fields from Spinning Wheel Lane. Relatively large scale
fields create an open feel to the landscape, with woodland a key feature.

Image 4. Coniferous Woodland (484878 175115)
Coniferous woodland creates a large scale landscape feature in Great Hazes
Wood.

Image 5. Mare Lane (485129 174111)
Rural lanes bordered by woodland and vegetation are important characteristics,
creating a rural feel and smaller scale pattern to the landscape.

Image 6. Mixed deciduous and coniferous woodland (484668, 175115)
View looking south into the western edge of Great Hazes Wood.

Image 7. The M4 corridor (485334 175180)
View looking south from Drift Road bridge (just outside the character area to the
north), to the motorway and the coniferous woodland boundary which screens
the motorway from view from most of the character area.
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Landscape Character Area D1 - Great Hazes Wooded Clayland

Map 2: Topography and Drainage

Map 3: Habitats
Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment

March 2015

Landscape Character Area D1 - Great Hazes Wooded Clayland
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9. Landscape Character Type E: River Valley

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type E
Description
9.1

This character type is particularly influenced by its flat valley bottom topography and underlying
surface geology of gravel deposits which have resulted in the extensive gravel extraction that has
shaped this landscape through the creation of lakes amongst semi-natural wetland habitats.

9.2

Communication routes pass across the valley linking the two sides, but the floodplain itself is
typically unsettled. The floodplain is bordered by pastoral fields.

9.3

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs in one location:
•

E1 Blackwater River Valley
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Landscape Character Area E1: Blackwater River Valley

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area E1
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Image 1: Typical landscape of former gravel pits bordered by woodland in the Blackwater Valley, looking north-west from the
edge of Horseshoe Lake at Grid Reference 482022 162127.

Location
9.4

The Blackwater River Valley character area occurs along the southern edge of Bracknell Forest
Borough, extending beyond the administrative border (marked by the river) into Hart District. In
Bracknell Forest Borough this LCA comprises the valley bottom of the Blackwater Valley i.e. the
floodzones plus one field beyond. The edge of the LCA is defined by historic lanes that run along
the edge of the valley (and the urban area of Sandhurst). The river valley continues north-west
into Wokingham (where it becomes the Blackwater River Valley with Open Water LCA) and southeast into Surrey Heath District.
Key Characteristics
•

A valley bottom landscape characterised by open water (former mineral extraction), swamp,
meadow, marshy grassland, scrub and wet woodland. .

•

Bordered by fields of improved grassland, with some amenity grassland and recreational grounds
near Sandhurst.

•

A surface geology of river terrace deposits and alluvium have been worked and extracted,
resulting in large bodies of open water, with sandy and loamy soils supporting woodland and acid
grassland between.

•

Typically unsettled due to the wet and marshy nature of the valley floor, although a large sewage
works is located in the valley.

•

The naturalistic nature of water bodies, meadows and woodland provide a strong sense of
tranquillity and relative remoteness in an area close to urban population.
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•

Well-used recreation areas valued by the local community, including provisions for a range of
formal recreational uses such as boating, walking, fishing and viewing wildlife.

Description of character
Overview
9.5

This area is a quiet and rural backwater centred on the floodplain of the River Blackwater, a
landscape that was once an uninhabitable marshy floodplain that has seen considerable change in
the last century due to industry and urban development pressures.
The physical landscape

9.6

A valley landscape containing the River Blackwater and its floodplain gives rise to a mosaic of
rough grassland, woodland (including wet alder woodland), marshes, lakes formed from gravel
extraction pits, and the course of the river. Bordering the valley floodplain are fields of improved
grassland, with some amenity grassland and recreational grounds near Sandhurst.

9.7

A surface geology of river terrace deposits and alluvium have been worked and
extracted, resulting in large bodies of open water between the woodland. Large expanses of
water provide a sense of openness and views across lakes, whereas a high level of tree cover
provide enclosure and limit views. Woodland also creates a strong sense of tranquillity and a.
wooded skyline.

9.8

Underlying surface geology has given rise to sandy and loamy soils which give rise to poor
agricultural soils (Grade 4) but support valued habitats such as acid grasslands and wet
woodlands.

9.9

The location of the majority of the character area within the flood plain (EA Flood Zones 2 & 3)
has led to a low level of built development within the river valley, although some 20th century
industrial and amenity buildings do exist, albeit they appear out of place. The presence of nonnative planting associated with these buildings appears out of character.
Natural character

9.10

This floodplain environment supports many valued habitats including unimproved alluvial
meadows, swamp, wet valley alderwood and eutrophic standing water within the Blackwater
Valley SSSI. An area of wet deciduous woodland supports a rare species of sedge.

9.11

Most of this character area falls within the Blackwater Valley Biodiversity Opportunity Area which
aims to manage and re-create grassland habitats and to manage gravel pits and associated
habitats. Notable habitats include the lowland meadow at the east end in the Blackwater Valley
SSSI, rush pasture, woodland copses and marginal fen, woodland, scrub and grassland areas
around the gravel pits.
Cultural character

9.12

Typically unsettled due to the wet and marshy nature of the valley floor. However, there
is evidence of more recent built development in the form of buildings associated with amenity and
recreational uses such as Sandhurst Memorial Park (also contains the Grade II listed Sandhurst
War Memorial), and a large sewage works. There is no particular built vernacular and non-native
planting associated with these buildings stands out against the naturalistic river valley landscape.
Rural lanes provide access across the valley and river, as does a railway line.

9.13

Public access and recreation now characterise the areas of previous gravel extraction
including the Trilakes Country Park and the Horseshoe Lake, providing for both passive and active
pursuits (boating, walking, fishing and viewing wildlife). In addition the Three Castle Long
Distance Footpath provides access to, and enjoyment of, the landscape (see Map 1).

9.14

Long views over the valley from the lanes that mark the edge of the character area, north of
Horseshoe Lake, as well as views across open lakes.
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Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
9.15

Although this valley is a cohesive unit on a map, unified by the river and its floodplain and linked
habitats, its cultural, ecological and functional integrity is somewhat fragmented by the former
gravel pits, railway line, road crossings, sewage work and the industrial estate around Swan Lane.
The presence of the Sewage Works and its associated non-native planting scheme, modern
buildings and the railway line are detracting features that take away from the naturalistic and
tranquil character of the valley. However, many parts of the landscape are well maintained, with
provision of car parks, well surfaced walkways and signage (particularly in the Country Park,
Nature Reserve and Sandhurst Memorial Park).
Valued features and characteristics
•

The diverse wetland habitat mosaic including open water, swamp, unimproved alluvial
meadow (nationally rare and a threatened habitat), marshy grassland, scrub and wet
woodland which provides texture and visual interest and scenic beauty, and an important
environment for flora and fauna.

•

Remnant meadows, woodlands and marshes that have not been affected by mineral
extraction which provide a strong sense of naturalness and sense of time depth (history).

•

The undeveloped character of the valley, particularly in the floodplain due to the
predominance of semi-natural habitats, open water and deciduous woodland, which
provides a sense of naturalness and tranquillity and relative wildness in close proximity to
urban areas, providing a physical and visual separation or ‘gap’ between the settlements of
Sandhurst and Yateley/ Blackwater. The area provides continuation and access to the
wider Blackwater Valley landscape.

•

The rural nature of the historic lanes that cross the valley which provide a cultural
record of the past as well as enabling enjoyment of the rural landscape.

•

Blocks of woodland, particularly native deciduous woodland including wet alder
woodland, that filter views to the adjacent urban areas and provide an important
environment for flora and fauna.

•

Restored gravel pits and lakes that provide areas for recreation and sense of space
in close proximity to an urban population (such as the local community of Sandhurst), open
views, as well as a valuable environment for flora and fauna.

•

Recreational areas including the Trilakes Country Park and the Horseshoe Lake, providing
for both passive and active pursuits (boating, walking, fishing and viewing wildlife). In
addition the Three Castle Long Distance Footpath provides access to, and enjoyment of, the
landscape (see Map 1).

•

Long views over the valley from the lanes that mark the edge of the character area,
north of Horseshoe Lake which allow appreciation of the valley landscape.

Forces for Change
9.16

Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.

9.17

This area has experienced a dramatic change within the last century due to mineral extraction
that has led to the creation of large areas of open water from former fields and marshes. Other
types of development, such as the sewage works and its associated non-native planting and
introduction of recreation grounds and associated buildings, have also resulted in a gradual
erosion of the naturalistic character of the valley. Many of the most important habitats that give
the valley its distinctive character are now protected (through SSSI and Local Wildlife Sites), and
the presence of the Blackwater Valley Biodiversity Opportunity Area supports the future
management of gravel pits and associated habitats, and the re-creation of grassland.
Nevertheless parts of the valley are unprotected and therefore likely to face future pressures for
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change. For example, here is a current Site Allocation at ‘Land west of Alford Close’ (Edge of
Settlement Site- Policy SA3) to the north of Trilakes Country Park, which has an estimated
allocation of 120 dwellings.
9.18

The character of this valley landscape could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

Change in water levels and associated habitats due to drainage schemes.

•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands, grassland and other habitats
as a consequence of climate change.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native deciduous
woodland.

•

Pressure for diversification of farmland on the edge of the valley.

•

Continued pressure from built development, particularly the expansion of Sandhurst to the
south into the valley.

•

Change in flooding patterns due to climate change and an increase in recreational
infrastructure reducing infiltration rates and raising water levels.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

Landscape Strategy
9.19

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of lost
features and the accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:
•

Protect the diverse wetland habitat mosaic that is typical of the
floodplain landscape, including open water, swamp, meadow, marshy
grassland, scrub and wet woodland

•

Protect remnant meadows, woodlands and marshes that have not
been affected by mineral extraction which provide a strong sense of
naturalness and sense of history.

•

Protect the unsettled and rural character of the valley and the sense
of naturalness, tranquillity and relative wildness this provides by
enduring lanes retain their rural character and protecting areas of
woodland that provide a screening function to adjacent built
development.

•

Protect the long views over the valley from the lanes that mark the
edge of the character area, north of Horseshoe Lake, to enable
continued appreciation of the valley landscape.

•

Protect the role the landscape plays in providing a ‘gap’ or separation
between the settlements of Sandhurst and Yateley (within Hampshire
to the south).

•

Manage the diverse wetland habitat mosaic to ensure the continuation
of the features that define the character of this valley landscape.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape with
the conservation of habitats for flora and fauna.

•

Manage hedgerows to ensure their long term survival and to ensure
the historic field pattern is conserved.

•

Manage the woodlands to ensure their survival and longevity,
including selective thinning, clearance of invasive non-native species
and improving edge diversity.

•

Manage change arising from diversification ensure it can be
accommodated without detriment to the valued attributes and sense

Protect

Manage
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of place.

Plan

•

Plan for continued positive conservation and management of the
valuable habitats, re-creating lost habitats, and balancing this with
provision of recreation and enjoyment of the landscape.

•

Plan for the integration of any development into the landscape to
maintain the impression of an unsettled floodplain landscape,
screening built development with native species typical of the valley
landscape. Careful siting, scale and materials will all be important.
Light pollution from new developments should be minimised to
maintain rural character and dark skies

•

Take opportunities to plan for the improved integration of existing
urban edges.

•

Plan for the future replacement of trees and hedgerows in agricultural
areas to maintain these as features of the valley edge.

•

Plan for changes in climate, increasing resilience of features to such
changes.

•

Plan for the restoration of areas of non-native vegetation to native
vegetation.
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Landscape Character Area E1 - Blackwater River Valley

Image 2. Shepherds Meadow Nature Reserve (484759,160617 Looking
North West)
A valley landscape containing the River Blackwater and its floodplain. Blocks of
woodland filter views of surrounding urban areas.

Image 3. Ambarrow Lane (482167,162716 Looking South)
Long views over the valley from the lanes that mark the edge of the character
area, north of Horseshoe Lake

Image 4. Horseshoe Lake (482022, 162127 Looking West )
A surface geology of river terrace deposits and alluvium have been worked and
extracted, resulting in large bodies of open water between the woodland.

Image 5 Ambarrow Lane (482167, 162716 Looking North East )
Bordered by fields of improved grassland, and farmsteads to the north of
Horseshoe Lake

Image 6 Horseshoe Lake (482022, 162127 Looking South)
Past gravel extraction has left a landscape used for recreation including the
Trilakes Country Park and the Horseshoe Lake, providing for both passive and
active pursuits

Image 7 South of Ambarrow Farm (482320, 162678 Looking South)
Long views over the valley from the lanes that mark the edge of the character
area. Bordered by fields of improved grassland, with some amenity grassland.
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Landscape Character Area E1 - Blackwater River Valley
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Map 3: Habitats
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10. Landscape Character Type F: Settled
Wooded Sands

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type F
Description
10.1

This character type is characterised by the presence of suburban and urban fringe development
set within extensive tree cover of the former Windsor Forest where features such as the historic
rides are still evident.

10.2

Within Berkshire, the Settled Wooded Sands landscape character type also occurs in Wokingham
to the west of Bracknell Forest and Windsor and Maidenhead to the east.

10.3

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs as a single large tract of land:

•

F1: Chavey Down Wooded Sands
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Landscape Character Area F1: Chavey Down Wooded
Sands

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area F1
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Image 1. Typical view of small roads lined with trees and vegetation, with short views to wooded skylines containing
roadside development. This image looks west along Warfield Park, at the junction with Long Hill Road from Grid Reference
489833 169907.

Location
10.4

This character area occupies the area between Bracknell and North Ascot and is defined by the
urban edge 64 of Bracknell to the west and the urban edge of North Ascot and the Bracknell Forest
Borough Boundary to the east. To the south lies A1 Bracknell Forest and to the north, beyond the
B3034, is the more rural landscape of C2 Winkfield and Cranbourne Clay Farmland. There is a
gradual transition to the north and south. A similar type of landscape continues eastwards into the
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead (as the Settled Wooded Sands landscape type).
Key Characteristics
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•

A semi-rural suburban landscape with the historic landscape pattern largely subsumed by modern
'edge of town' development, such as recreation and sport facilities, educational and health
institutions, “horsiculture” and modern residential areas.

•

A transitional landscape between the sandy forests and heathlands to the south and the lower
lying open clay farmland to the north.

•

Sandwiched between the settlements of Bracknell, North Ascot and Winkfield Row, but with a
strong wooded character that gives a sense of enclosure and obscures the urban edges.

•

Remnant pastoral fields divided by hedgerows with hedgerow trees contribute to the rural
character of the landscape.

•

Long straight roads follow the route of rides through the former Forest of Windsor, converging at
a high point on Chavey Down.

•

Views are typically short, across small clearings, paddocks and pastures to the next block of
woodland, or channelled along roads framed by trees.

Urban edges are defined by the “land outside defined settlement” boundary in the adopted policy data (2013).
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•

Regularly dispersed suburban and other edge of town development, such as golf courses and
driving ranges and a mobile home park enveloped by woodland which provides a distinctive
setting.

•

Although much of the area has been disturbed, localised parts have a naturalistic character;
semi-natural and broadleaved woodlands provide a sense of natural history and tranquillity.

Description of character
Overview
10.5

This is an area influenced by suburban and edge of town development, combined with a high
percentage of tree cover. Blocks of mature woodland provide enclosure and integrate areas of
housing, schools and other buildings into the landscape. The area includes a publicly accessible
Nature Reserve at Englemere Pond.
The physical landscape

10.6

The area is underlain by London Clay to the north and Bagshot Sands to the south with
some pockets of River Terrace deposits, giving rise to loamy over clayey soils to the north
and acid sandy over clayey soils to the south. This gives rise to a mosaic of small paddocks,
modern housing developments, and amenity grassland including sports fields - set within an
almost continuous and dense network of mixed woodland and woodland belts. Woodland plays a
particularly important role in screening and providing a distinctive setting for development within
the area. Most of the area is non-agricultural although there are some small irregular fields of
pasture on the more fertile clay soils in the north. Infilled ground east of Bullbrook is a former
landfill site.

10.7

This area occupies an elevated area of land which rises to a ridge of around 100m AOD at
Chavey Down. The land mostly drains northwards via narrow streams and brooks towards The
Cut. There are numerous ponds in the south and east of the area (including Englemere Pond
which is present in maps dating from the 18th Century), some historically dug for clay to make
bricks. Landform is undulating, although due to the extent of the woodland cover, landform
features are mostly obscured. Even local high points, including the park on the former landfill site
at Chavey Down, do not provide views over the landscape due to the surrounding woodland.
Natural character

10.8

Although heavily wooded with predominantly mature broadleaf trees, many of which are
semi-natural, none of the woodlands in the area are classified as Ancient Woodland. Nevertheless
there is a mixture of valued habitats including mixed and deciduous woodland, neutral grassland
(in the north) and acid grassland (in the south). For example the reed bed, oak, pine and birch
woodland, and small fragment of heathland at Englemere Pond is recognised as a SSSI; and the
woodland, grassland and scrub mosaic at Chavey Down Pond and the wetland and bog habitats at
Big Wood, and the neutral grassland and woodland at Beggars Roost are local wildlife sites.

10.9

The southern part of the area forms part of the Thames Basin Heaths Opportunity area which is
recognised for its heathland, bog and woodland.
Cultural character

10.10 The area is well settled resulting in a semi-rural/suburban character. Settlement includes
low density modern housing estates of mixed architectural character (including pockets of
detached modern 'mansions', for example at Big Wood) and typical edge of town developments
such as golf courses, a driving range and the large static home park at Chavey Down (known as
Warfield Park). Woodland forms an important function in screening views of these features,
though roads open up views through woodland. Communication routes, including the London to
Reading railway line further fragment the area and have contributed to the marginalisation of
some areas, particularly in the south.
10.11 The historical landscape is fragmented and largely subsumed by modern development,
although still discernible in the extensive tree cover are the long straight roads which
follow former rides through the historic Royal Forest of Windsor which once covered the
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whole area. The pattern of settlement is partly historic, with later housing developing in a linear
pattern along a network of straight roads which were once intersecting rides and occasional
historic buildings such as the Priory the Tudor House at Winkfield Manor.
10.12 Horse racing on Ascot Common dates back to 1711 (moving to Ascot Heath in 1740) and the
small paddocks around Winkfield reflects the continuing influence of horse-related activities in the
area.
10.13 Englemere Pond is present in historical maps from 1752 65 and forms an important historic
landscape feature, although it is now enclosed by woodland where once it was set within
heathland and would have been one of a number of other ponds located on the heath. It is
possible that the pond was originally some sort of water management feature or post medieval
fishpond.
10.14 Isolated historic parkland features survive at the peripheries of the area, at
Westmorland Park and Winkfield Manor. Westmorland Park, now a recreation ground, once
formed part of the Warfield Park estate. Originally farmland at the edge of heathland 66, it was
occupied by the American Army during the Second World War. Some of the trees that once would
have formed the former lime avenue along the Park’s main drive remain today, although the
historic line is partly destroyed.
10.15 The landscaped grounds and parkland surrounding the former Winkfield Manor today have been
largely remodelled, including for the Mill Ride Golf Club. However some isolated features remain,
such as parkland trees and Coach Road (the main straight section of which is contained within the
listing for Ascot Place Grade II* listed Registered Park and Garden, as it formed part of the south
drive of Ascot Place 67). The manor house of Winkfield Manor is not currently in use, although the
associated cottages are used as sheltered accommodation 68. Overall, the remaining parkland
features associated with Warfield Park and Winkfield Manor only have a localised influence on
character, although they provide an important link to the past historic estates.
10.16 The area contains formal and informal recreational areas, which are well used due to
their proximity to settlements. These include Chavey Down Park, established on a former
landfill site, Locks Ride Sports and Recreation Ground and Englemere Pond. Englemere Pond is
managed for wildlife and is designated as a Local Nature Reserve and a SSSI, with boardwalks
and interpretation boards. A golf course is located to the north at Winkfield Manor and a further
golf driving range lies to the west of Englemere Pond. There are some public footpaths
connecting the settlements, and the Three Castles long distance path passes through the south of
the area, but overall the network of footpaths is fragmented making many areas difficult to
access.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
10.17 This area has been fragmented by development, landfill, amenity grassland, urban fringe land
uses such as golf courses, resulting in a number of detracting features. However, the woodland
framework links the area together into a cohesive unit. Landscape condition varies: areas inside
the protected SSSI site at Englemere Pond appear relatively well maintained, with provision of car
parks, well surfaced walkways and signage; Chavey Down Park, a reclaimed landfill site, is well
managed with interpretation boards and well established vegetation, as are the sports fields is
Lock’s Ride; and in the north where small fields and paddocks occur, these are bounded by
hedgerows with hedgerow trees which appear in good condition.

65
66
67
68

John Rocque’s map
As shown on John Roque’s map of 1762
Listing for Ascot Place Park and Garden, Historic England,
http://www.bracknellforesthomes.org.uk/
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Valued features and characteristics
•

The continuous network of woodland which helps to filter and screen views to the
varied types of development as well as providing an attractive setting to housing. The
woodlands around Warfield Park, Englemere Pond, the Priory and Chavey Down provide
some sense of naturalness and tranquillity, which is highly valued so close to dense
urban areas.

•

Naturalistic land cover features including deciduous woodland, semi-improved neutral
grassland (in the north) and acid grassland (in the south), reed bed, heathland, scrub
and bog which provide a naturalistic sense of place amongst the suburban development,
scenic qualities, a sense of history and an important environment for flora and fauna.

•

The areas of natural, undeveloped character provide physical and visual separation or
‘gap’ between the urban area of Bracknell and the suburban areas of North Ascot as well
as the smaller settlements such as Chavey Down and Winkfield Row in between.

•

The presence of ponds (including Englemere Pond and those around Winkfield Manor),
which provide a valuable environment for flora and fauna as well as opportunities for
recreation.

•

Remnant pastoral fields divided by hedgerows with hedgerow trees, providing a link to
the past and contributing to the more rural quality of the north of the area. Hedgerow
trees add to the wooded character of the landscape.

•

Views across small clearings, paddocks and pastures which enable appreciation of the
rural, and sometimes naturalistic, landscape mosaic hidden behind houses and locally
elevated areas to wooded and mostly undeveloped skylines (such as those from Long Hill
Park) which provide a sense of open space and removal from the densely developed
surrounding areas.

•

The long straight roads following the route of rides through the former Historic
Royal Forest of Windsor which provide a cultural record of the past and sense of
history, as well as allowing some longer distance views in a landscape well enclosed by
trees.

•

Footpaths and areas of public access which allow enjoyment of the landscape and
recreation.

Forces for Change
10.18 Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.
10.19 In this landscape character area built development/infrastructure has encroached into areas of
former heathland and woodland resulting in loss of woodland and increased suburbanisation of a
previously naturalistic landscape (e.g. the mobile homes at Warfield Park, and homes at Winkfield
Manor and Ascot Place).
10.20 SSSIs, Local Nature Reserves and Local Wildlife Sites protect the most valuable habitats and the
biodiversity opportunity area aims to restore and manage heathland and bog habitats in the south
of the area. The western half of the character area is also protected by Green Belt. Nevertheless
the character of this LCA could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

Continued pressure to enlarge and extend areas of development throughout.

•

Recreational pressure due to proximity to large centres of population.

•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands as a consequence of
climate change.

•

Changes in management that could result in changes to the habitat mosaic.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Drainage schemes associated with development altering ground water levels and
affecting watercourses and habitats.
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•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

Landscape Strategy
10.21 The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:
•

Protect areas of woodland and other wooded features, particularly
from development, and avoid further fragmentation. Areas adjacent
to development perform an important role in screening urban edges.

•

Protect areas of woodland that provide visual screening function to
existing urban edges.

•

Protect localised areas that retain a naturalistic character such as
areas of deciduous woodland, meadows, acid grassland, scrub, reed
bed and remnant heathland as found at Englemere Pond, Chavey
Down Pond, Big Wood, and Beggars Roost which provide an escape
from the settled parts of the borough.

•

Protect the layout of the long straight roads which follow the routes
of rides through the former Forest of Windsor.

•

Protect the function that the area provides in forming a physical and
visual separation or ‘gap’ between the urban area of Bracknell and
the suburban areas of North Ascot, as well as the smaller settlements
such as Chavey Down and Winkfield Row in between.

•

Protect and enhance existing parkland landscapes and features.

•

Manage the woodland habitats to ensure they continue to provide a
strong framework, checking the spread of invasive/exotic species in
native deciduous woodlands.

•

Manage neglected hedgerows, or restore lost hedgerows, particularly
where horse paddocks bound by fencing have altered the historic
boundary patterns.

•

Manage wetland features such as brooks and ponds to ensure their
long term survival, and focus of nature conservation.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape with
the conservation of habitats for flora and fauna.

•

Plan for continued positive conservation management of the valuable
semi-natural habitats, extending and reinstating these where
possible, and balancing this with provision of recreation and
enjoyment of the landscape.

•

Aim to strengthen the network of woodlands, hedgerows and
hedgerow trees to reflect historic distribution patterns and maintain a
healthy stock of these features.

•

Consider the potential impacts of any planned development and plan
to minimise these through integration into the landscape, using
careful design (including siting, scale, materials and lighting) to
prevent further suburbanisation of the landscape.

•

Take opportunities to plan for the improved integration of existing
urban and suburban edges through planting.

Protect

Manage

Plan
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Landscape Character Area F1 - Chavey Down Wooded Sands

Image 2. Englemere Pond Nature Reserve (490317 168544)
View south through low density coniferous woodland close to Englemere Pond
with Kingswood in the distance.

Image 3. Westmorland Park (488609 170806)
View west towards the settlement edge from within Warfield Park.

Image 4. Chavey Down (489490 169382)
View over Long Hill roundabout from the east of Long Hill Park.

Image 5. Sandy Lane (490466 169826)
View west along Sandy Lane to the south of Mill Ride Golf Course.

Image 6. Westmorland Park (488538 170934)
Views west over the lake within Warfield Park, close to Bull Brook.

Image 7. Englemere Pond (490635 168788)
Viw south over Englemere Pond from the northern edge, close to London Road.
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Landscape Character Area F1 - Chavey Down Wooded Sands

Map 2: Topography and Drainage

Map 3: Habitats
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Landscape Character Area F1 - Chavey Down Wooded Sands

Map 4: Woodland and Trees

Map 5: Nature Conservation and Cultural Heritage Designations
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11. Landscape Character Type G Wooded
Estates

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type G
Description
11.1

This character type is particularly influenced by the proximity of urban edges, woodland and
former estates. It occurs on the sandy Bagshot Formations together with London Clay Formation,
which give rise to areas of poor agricultural soils in a mosaic with more agriculturally productive
areas. This results in a landscape of mixed pastoral and agricultural fields and woodlands.

11.2

The type contains remnant features of estates which developed over the 18th and 19th Centuries
set within a network of woodlands.

11.3

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs in two areas:

•

G1 Easthampstead Wooded Estate

•

G2 Sunninghill Wooded Estate
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Landscape Character Area G1: Easthampstead Wooded Estate

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area G1
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Image 1. Typical view grassland and woodland looking west towards the avenue linking Easthampstead Park Conference
Centre with Old Wokingham Road, at Grid Reference 484274 167703.

Location
11.4

This is a small character area located at the western edge of Bracknell Forest, comprising a
mixture of arable fields and paddocks, woodland, open grassland, conference centre and a golf
course. It is defined to the east by the settlement edge of Jennetts Park and Bracknell and to the
west by the Bracknell Forest boundary with Wokingham. The northern boundary is defined partly
by the Bracknell Forest boundary and the Reading to London railway line. To the south the area
is bounded by Bracknell Forest. The area continues across the borough boundary to the west,
where it forms the Pastoral Sandy Lowland Landscape Type in Wokingham.
Key Characteristics

•

A gently undulating landscape centred on the historic Easthampstead Park, now a conference
centre, with remnant parkland features including avenues, a lake and woodland.

•

The land rises to 80m AOD where a Victorian red brick Jacobean style mansion, is set within
dense woodland.

•

The area forms part of the extensive Medieval Windsor Forest and has a well wooded character,
including areas of ancient woodland. Formerly the site of a Royal hunting lodge.

•

The area is influenced by underlying clays and sands, providing references to the forested sands
to the south and the undulating clay farmlands to the north of Bracknell.

•

Mixed land uses of former parkland, mixed agricultural fields bounded by hedgerows with
hedgerow trees, paddocks, woodland, grassland (including semi-improved and amenity) and a
golf course, giving rise to a rather fragmented character.

•

Despite proximity to built development within Bracknell, the area retains a sense of relative
tranquillity largely as a result of the park and woodland elements.
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•

Tree cover restricts views. However, there are some notable views include the framed views
along the avenue of mature trees to the Victorian mansion (now the conference centre).

Description of character
Overview
11.5

This area forms a transitional landscape between the sandy forested landscapes to the south
(Bracknell Forest LCA) and the clay farmlands to the north of Bracknell. It is characterised by a
mixed land use and the remnants of the once extensive Easthampstead Park.
The physical landscape

11.6

The area is influenced by underlying drift clays and loams resulting in a mixture of
pastoral fields and woodland and arable fields, reflecting moderately fertile soils (classified
as Grade 3 agricultural land).Influenced by a mixed land use and its peri-urban location. This
area comprises part of the former Easthampstead Park, now partly in agricultural use or used for
formal and informal recreation. To the west the area includes medium scale fields and paddocks
set within substantial blocks of woodland, whilst to the east a large area of open, improved
grassland (the recently established Jennetts Country Park) is closely associated with the adjacent
housing estate. A small golf course is located to the south of Easthampstead Park Conference
Centre.

11.7

The area’s proximity to the edge of Bracknell is reflected in its character, which is influence by the
presence of development within Bracknell as well as its use for recreation.

11.8

Strong woodland structure and remnant parkland. There are several woodland copses and
small deciduous woodlands that provide a wooded setting to settlements and an environment for
flora and fauna as well as reflecting historic landscape patterns.

11.9

Landform is gently undulating, with short views contained by blocks of woodland and
woodland belts. Easthampstead Park College (now a Conference Centre, Grade II listed) is
located at a local high point (approximately 80m AOD) but as it is set within woodland, it is the
woodland that forms a local focal point rather than the building itself. Views are generally short,
usually extending across flat to gently sloping fields enclosed by broadleaf trees. The area is
drained by small streams, and a lake survives from the original landscaping of the park.
Natural character

11.10 A number of woodlands are classed as Ancient Woodland, including Big Wood and West
Garden Copse. Big Wood is a Local Wildlife Site comprising areas of woodland, marshy grassland
and bracken.
Cultural character
11.11 The area formed part of the historic Royal Forest of Windsor, which covered all of east
Berkshire in the medieval period. One of the many Royal hunting lodges dispersed
across Windsor Forest was located here.
11.12 Remnants of parkland features centred on the Victorian Mansion, Easthampstead College.
This area was historically part of a large manorial estate dating back to the early medieval period.
The current redbrick building, built in 1860 in a Jacobean style, is set within dense woodland
which screens it from views in the surrounding area. It does however form the focal point in long
views along a straight driveway lined by an avenue of mature trees.
11.13 Easthampstead Park provides an association with Sir William Trumbull (1639-1716), a former
Secretary of State, who lived here.
11.14 The area provides Royal associations with Richard II, King Henry VII, Catharine of Aragon and
Henry VIII as a result of the presence of a former hunting lodge in this area and its location in
Windsor Forest.
11.15 Informal recreational area associated with the new housing estate. Due to its proximity to
urban settlements, this forms a recreational resource for local residents, although at present the
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area has no specific recreational facilities or provisions. There are a number of public footpaths
linking Jennetts Park with the surrounding countryside.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
11.16 Although the parkland landscape and woodland provide a framework, the variety of land uses
results in an area with fragmented character. Parts of the area do not appear well managed, with
post and wire fencing replacing hedgerows and the removal of field boundaries (such as along Old
Wokingham Road). Other areas appear relatively well managed, including the woodlands and
where efforts have been made to reinstate hedgerows and hedgerow trees (such as along Peacock
Lane).
11.17 Areas of woodland planting have been created recently at the urban edge which will soften an
otherwise harsh urban edge over time. However the area of open amenity grassland does not
reflect the historic parkland context of the site and has a marginal character.
11.18 Detracting features such as the pylon lines are generally hidden from views within woodland and
do not intrude on the character of the area. The upgraded roads within the north of the area
have been accompanied by hedgerow planting and the establishment of hedgerow trees, which
over time will reduce the influence of the roads.
11.19 Despite the surrounding woodland structure, there is an area of amenity grassland with limited
tree cover to the west of Jennetts Park which provides open space for the local residents.
Valued features and characteristics
•

The mature woodland blocks, copses and woodland belts, which form a network of
valuable habitats for flora and fauna, provide a reminder of its location in the former
Windsor Forest, provide opportunities for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape and
help to visually integrate development at the edge of Bracknell with the surrounding rural
countryside

•

The sense of naturalness and tranquillity provided by features such as woodlands,
which is highly valued so close to dense urban areas.

•

Semi-improved grassland including meadows and marshy grassland, fields, hedgerows
and hedgerow trees which provide visual diversity (particularly changing seasonal
interest) and diversity of habitats.

•

Remnant parkland features of Easthampstead Park, which provide a sense of place
and scenic interest, a setting to the mansion, and a cultural reference of the history and
former use of the area.

•

Jennetts Park which provides the opportunity for enjoyment of the landscape through
recreation.

•

Historic buildings such as the red brick Jacobean style mansion at the centre of
Easthampstead Park and gate lodge which provides a cultural reference to the past as well
as aesthetic enjoyment of the landscape. Views along the avenue to the house are
notable.

•

The tranquil and undeveloped character of the area that contrasts with the urban
centre of Bracknell and provides a separation or ‘gap’ between Bracknell and Wokingham.

•

The network of public footpaths which provide opportunities for informal recreation
within close proximity to the edge of Bracknell as well as providing a break within
development at the edge of Bracknell.
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Forces for Change
11.20 Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.
11.21 The area was originally part of the medieval Windsor Forest. The parkland was introduced around
the site of a former hunting lodge. The arrival of the railway cut through Big Wood within the
north of the area. Later pylons were also introduced. Gradually the parkland character has been
eroded through changes in management, changes in land use such as the introduction of the golf
course and other commercial and recreational land uses (including buildings to support these).
This area has also been affected by the extension of Bracknell’s settlement edge westwards and
the upgrade of roads, gradually urbanising parts of the area. Due to its location, the character of
this landscape could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

Continued decline of parkland features.

•

Pressure of numbers of recreational users which could damage habitats and wildlife.

•

Continued pressure for future residential or mixed-use development, particularly on the
edge of Bracknell.

•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands and heathlands as a
consequence of climate change.

•

Pressure for renewable energy installations in response to climate change.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

Landscape Strategy
11.22 The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:

Protect

Manage

Plan

•

Protect remaining areas of woodland from loss or damage and avoid
further fragmentation.

•

Protect and conserve remaining historic buildings and features,
including historic estate buildings and mature and veteran trees, for
the benefit of visitors and to preserve a sense of history.

•

Protect the relative tranquillity of the area which contrasts with, and
provides a valuable respite from, the adjacent developed areas as well
as providing separation from Wokingham.

•

Protect designed views associated with the estate, such as the view of
the Mansion along the avenue.

•

Manage the remaining woodland habitats to ensure their survival,
including check of invasive species.

•

Manage hedgerows and hedgerow trees to ensure their survival.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape with
the conservation of habitats for flora and fauna.

•

Manage change arising from any future development, farm
diversification or renewable energy to ensure it can be accommodated
without detriment to the valued attributes and sense of place.

•

Consider the restoration of field boundaries where these have been
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lost, to restore the historic field pattern and enhance visual amenity.
•

Plan for an improved network of woodland, hedgerows and trees and
plan for the next generation of hedgerow trees.

•

Improve cohesion of the area by enhancing parkland features, planning
for management and reinstatement of features such as parkland trees
and avenues.

•

Plan for continued positive conservation and enhancement of the
valuable woodland habitats, balancing this with commercial operations
and provision of recreation and enjoyment of the landscape.

•

Consider the potential impacts of any potential new development and
plan to minimise these and enhance sense of place through careful
design (including siting, scale, materials and lighting), and use of
landscape mitigation to enhance sense of place.

•

Seek to extend and enhance areas of broad-leaf woodland and open
grasslands to increase the quality and diversity of habitats. Plan to
enhance and integrate the open space at the urban edge through
further native or parkland style planting.
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Landscape Character Area G1 - Easthampstead Wooded Estate

Image 2. Easthampstead Park (484206 167678)
Views across open improved grassland to the west of Jennette’s Park, used for
informal recreation, with new woodland planting in the middle distance and West
Garden Copse to the left of the image.

Image 3. Easthampstead Park (484122 167606)
View towards Easthampstead Park Conference Centre, framed by an avenue of
mature trees.

Image 4. Easthampstead Park (484030 167546)
Drainage ditches follow paths and small roads accross the area.

Image 5. Easthampstead Park (484030 167546)
View across open paddocks enclosed by post and wire fencing, to the northwest
of Easthampstead Park.

Image 6. Easthampstead Park (484309 167779)
Views across open improved grassland to the west of Jennette’s Park, used for
informal recreation, with new woodland planting in the middle distance and West
Garden Copse to the left of the image.
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