Landscape Character Area A1: Bracknell Forest

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area A1
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Image 1: Typical landscape of conifer plantation and new mixed broadleaf plantation on former heathland, with Round Hill
in Crowthorne Wood in the middle distance, looking north from the Devil’s Highway at grid reference: 484936 164454.

Location
5.3

This character area comprises a large expanse of forest plantation between the settlements of
Bracknell to the north, Crowthorne and Sandhurst to the west, Camberley to the south (outside
the study area within Surrey) and South Ascot to the east. The landscape continues into the
Forested Settled Sands landscape type in Wokingham to the west and the Settled Wooded Sands
in the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead to the east.
Key Characteristics
•

Large areas of forestry plantation interspersed with broadleaf woodland and limited areas of open
heath, giving a sense of enclosure and remoteness.

•

Typically short views, contained by trees, with occasional long views along historic, straight rides
(such as the Devils’ Highway) and glimpsed views from more elevated areas.

•

A very low settlement density and few transport corridors. Suburban settlement and
development related to light-industry occur at its peripheries, but these are mostly well screened
by trees and not discernible from the interior.

•

Well-used recreation areas valued by the local community, including provisions for a range of
formal recreational uses.

•

Despite the non-native land cover and presence of forestry operations the area has a sense of
remoteness; a sense of removal from the surrounding urban settlements and a connection to the
history of Windsor Forest.

•

Archaeologically important sites including Caesar’s Camp Fort, numerous Redoubts, the Devil’s
Highway (formerly a Roman Road) and historic rides are discernible landscape features.
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Description of character
Overview
5.4

This is an area characterised by extensive forest which provides a continuity of character as well
as a large sense of scale. The influence of the suburban development at its edges is limited. The
area is an important recreation resource for the adjacent settlements of Crowthorne, Sandhurst
and some of the neighbourhoods around Bracknell town located near The Lookout, and includes
large areas of publicly accessible land where provisions are made for a range of activities,
including biking and walking.
The physical landscape

5.5

The character of this area is strongly influenced by the large blocks of forest plantation
(mostly coniferous) as well as remnant lowland heathland - determined by the underlying
acidic sandy soils which are of poor agricultural quality. The large majority of the area is
classified as “Non-Agricultural”, reflecting the unproductive sandy substrate. The forested areas
provide a sense of enclosure with some areas opening out where felling and re-stocking and (in
the past five years) large forest fires have occurred. Felling and regrowth provides a constantly
changing landscape. Despite the non-native nature of much of the land cover, the area has a
sense of remoteness from human settlement. Following recent large-scale forest fires, the
Forestry Commission have established a recovery plan, including a programme to replant
thousands of trees using a greater diversity of tree species.

5.6

This area includes the highest part of the Borough at Upper Star Post. Land is drained
from this point north towards The Cut, south-eastwards into Surrey and south-west towards the
Blackwater valley. Above ground water features are not obvious features in the landscape,
although there are a number of lakes and ponds (including Rapley Lake, shown on Map 1) and
narrow ditches which often run alongside the rides. Where these occur alongside areas of wet
heathland and acid grassland provide an important mosaic of habits.

5.7

Landform is gently undulating, based on an underlying Bagshot Formation, with low
hills and ridges, such as Butter Hill and Round Hill 42, providing glimpsed views out in an
otherwise enclosed and visually contained landscape. The area provides distinctive long
views opening out along historic, straight rides through the trees. Where areas have been felled
or trees lost to forest fires, views open out to enable appreciation of the undulating landform and
the scale of the landscape.
Natural character

5.8

Although coniferous plantations predominate with limited woodland conservation
interest, areas of broadleaf semi-natural woodland, wet and dry heathland, acidic
grassland are dispersed across the area, forming important habitats. A large proportion of
the area is designated as part of the Thames Basin Heaths SPA and extensive areas are also
designated as SSSIs. These areas are important habitats for breeding birds, particularly groundnesting species. The area is also part of the Thames Basin Heaths Biodiversity Opportunity Area,
identified with opportunities for heathland and bog restoration and management. Woodland and
trees are shown on Map 4 and natural designations are shown on Map 5.
Cultural character

5.9

A continuity of land use dating back to the medieval period, and archaeologically
important features providing a sense of history. This area has royal associations relating to
the former Royal hunting ground created in the 11th century by William the Conqueror; it was
historically part of the Royal Forest of Windsor, which covered all of east Berkshire in the
medieval period. Early historical maps 43 show that only small areas had been enclosed for
agriculture, with large tracts of woodland including plantations remaining in use for hunting,
timber and pig husbandry.

5.10

The large Iron Age hillfort, Caesar’s Camp (the only Iron Age hillfort in East Berkshire,
shown on Map 1), is thought to indicate the Roman’s centralised political control over a

42
43

These hills are located to the north and east of Broadmoor Hospital and are marked on 1:25,000 scale ordnance survey maps
Robert Dawson’s map of 1809, Reading 19, British Library online
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wide area. It is possible that the Camp functioned as a centre for the storage of agricultural
surpluses, which would have resulted in continued clearance and cultivation of the woodland
leading to a rapid loss of soil fertility and the formation of heathland (Berkshire LCA, 2003). The
hillfort (designated as a Scheduled Monument) is a significant feature in the landscape and
accessible to the public.
5.11

Other prominent features are the redoubts in Crowthorne Wood 44 used for large-scale
military exercises in 1792. The military influence continued with the founding in 1812 of the
Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst and today a large area in the south is still used for military
training 45.

5.12

A working landscape, actively managed for timber production, but with a mostly
undeveloped character. Although some coupes have been stocked with a more diverse and
mixed broadleaf and coniferous species, most of the area is stocked with conifers in straight rows.
Small reservoirs, a golf course to the south of Swinley Park, urban fringe development in the east
of the area and adjacent development such as Broadmoor Hospital, generally have only a local
influence on character and views, the overriding character being an area free of development.
The extensive tree cover forms an important function in screening views of surrounding
settlements and roads. Occasionally lines of pylons and the railway line form locally prominent
features that break through the trees and create long, channelled views through the area.

5.13

The area contains many well-used recreation spots due to its location between, and
proximity to, urban settlements. Substantial parts of the forest are owned by the Forestry
Commission and Crown Estate, with public access allowed in most of these areas. There are
many public footpaths including a network of wide footpaths on former rides – such as the Devil’s
Highway (a former Roman Road) and Three Castles Path long distance route (see Map 1) as well
as cycling and activities at the Lookout Discovery Centre.

5.14

The Royal Military Academy is the British Army’s initial training centre, the aim of which is to
be “the national centre of excellence for leadership.” Alumni include; Prince Philip the Duke of
Cambridge, Ian Fleming and Winston Churchill.

5.15

Used as a film location - Swinley Forest was used as a film location for Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows in 2009.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
5.16

Although this area has a sense of cohesion due to the consistency of land cover, and strong
character, its ecological and cultural integrity have been disturbed by the planting of coniferous
woodland. The areas within the Forestry Commission land and the Crown Estate appear well
maintained, with provision of car parks, well surfaced walkways, interpretation and signage.
Within these areas though, at the time of writing works related to water supply improvement
works within the Crown Estate had temporarily introduced large machinery and disturbed areas
giving an impression of a disturbed landscape and reducing the tranquillity of the area. Other
parts of the character area appear more poorly managed, particularly to the east within Swinley
Park.

5.17

There are few built features present in the area, although where these do occur, such as the
reservoirs at Roman Star Post; these are usually poorly integrated with the surrounding
landscape.
Valued features and characteristics
•

44
45

The extensive areas of forest and woodland where an undeveloped character
predominates, providing opportunities for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape
as well as a wooded setting to the surrounding settlements and forming a physical and
visual separation between Crowthorne and Bracknell. The cultural and historical value of

these are visible on a 1:25,000 scale ordnance survey map
indicated by the ‘Danger Area’ on Map 1
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the forest and the historic rides is particularly important, providing associations with the
historic Royal Forest of Windsor created in the 11th century by William the Conqueror.
The woodland and undeveloped areas are key to Bracknell Forest borough’s character as
a whole; and areas of Swinley Forest have more recent film and literary associations,
having been used as a location for the filming of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows in
2009.
•

Mosaics of broadleaf and mixed woodland, remnant heathland and grasslands
which provide important habitats as well as contribute to the visual diversity of the area
(a variety of colours and textures and changing seasonal interest).

•

Remnant heathland, mature trees and semi-natural broadleaf woodland provide
a particularly strong sense of place and scenic beauty, as well as provide an environment
for flora and fauna and sense of naturalness. The historical value of the heathland in its
linking back to the medieval Windsor Forest is also important. Heathland is a relatively
rare feature in the context of the UK.

•

Historic features, including Caesar’s Camp, Devil’s Highway (Roman Road) and
several redoubts which provide a cultural record of the past and the former early
settlement of the area. The densities of historic features and Scheduled Monuments (see
Map 5) are rare in the regional context.

•

The undeveloped character, sense of naturalness and remoteness provided by
the lack of built development and the remaining deciduous and mixed
woodlands and heathlands. This sense of remoteness and escape is highly valued so
close to dense urban parts of the borough.

•

Heavily enclosed character with distinctive long but framed views opening out along
historic, straight rides (including the Devil’s Highway and from Roman Star Post and
Lower Star Post) through the trees.

•

Recreational areas of open access land (although this is in part controlled due to the
Thames Basins Heath SPA), The Lookout Discovery Centre which provides an important
opportunity for enjoyment of the landscape, set within Crown Estate Woodland and used
as a starting point for walking and cycling trails. The recreational function of the
landscape is of particular value for the local communities of Bracknell, Crowthorne,
Sandhurst and Camberley.

Forces for Change
5.18

Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.

5.19

In this landscape character area, the planting of coniferous plantation is the most notable change
that has occurred in the area over the 20th Century, replacing the previous mosaic of lowland
heath and deciduous woodland. More recently transport routes and other built
development/infrastructure has encroached into areas at its peripheries. National and European
nature conservation designations protect many of the valuable habitats in this area, but the
character of this area could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

Continued pressure from small scale incremental development, particularly at the edges
of Crowthorne (in Wokingham and Bracknell) and Sandhurst to the west and Ascot to the
east.

•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands and heathlands as a
consequence of climate change.

•

Changes in management that could result in changes to the woodland and remaining
remnant heathland habitats, such as encroachment of scrub or use for commercial
forestry.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Visitor pressure leading to erosion and impact on tranquillity, including pressure from
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recreation, such as off road motor biking.
•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

•

Potential expansion or infill of the Royal Military Academy Increase in commercial
forestry and the increased planting of broadleaved trees rather than coniferous.

•

Forest fires could destroy areas of the forest and endanger rare species of bird, such as
the Dartford Warbler. The milder and drier summers could increase the risk of further
fires in the future.

•

Heathland replanting and habitat creation such as around the Transport Research
Laboratory – there is a potential merging of character area A1 with B1.

Landscape Strategy
5.20

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:

Protect

Manage

•

Protect remaining areas of wet and dry heathland and acid grassland
from changes in land use and encroachment by secondary woodland
and scrub. Avoid further fragmentation.

•

Protect and conserve historic features in all woodlands for the benefit
of visitors and to maintain a sense of history and record of the past.

•

Protect areas of semi-natural woodland and mature trees which
provide a sense of history linking back to the medieval Windsor
Forest.

•

Protect the undeveloped nature, sense of remoteness and dark skies
in the interior areas of forest, which provide an escape from the
settled parts of the borough.

•

Protect the undeveloped wooded character of the area between
Crowthorne and Bracknell which provides a physical and visual
separation or ‘gap’ between settlements.

•

Protect long views along historic, straight rides (such as the Devils’
Highway) and glimpsed views from more elevated areas across the
LCA.

•

Manage the heathland and woodland habitats to ensure their
survival, including resistance to forest fires (instatement of firebreaks
and the enhancement of wet woodland habitat) and control of
invasive/exotic species.

•

Focus visitor numbers in the woodlands that are most resilient to
visitor pressure, such as the large conifer plantations.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape (and
the need to provide associated facilities such as car parking) with the
conservation of habitats for flora and fauna.

•

Where appropriate consider the restoration of historic extents of
open heathland through clearance of encroaching scrub and felling of
redundant plantations on former heathland where this does not result
in overtly adverse visual impacts.

•

Plan for continued positive conservation management of the valuable
semi-natural habitats, balancing this with commercial forestry
operations and provision of recreation and enjoyment of the

Plan
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landscape.
•

Consider the potential impacts of any potential new development and
plan to minimise these and enhance sense of place through careful
design (including siting, scale and materials), and use of landscape
mitigation to enhance sense of place.

•

Plan for the future replacement of monocultures of coniferous tree
species within forested areas and seek to extend and enhance areas
of broad-leaf woodland, wet woodland and open heathland to
increase the quality and diversity of habitats. There may be
opportunity for developments within the area to contribute to this
aim.
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Landscape Character Area A1 - Bracknell Forest

Image 2. Crowthore Forest, near Pudding Hill (487886 165241)
Long view east along ride with forestry operations visible in the middle distance.

Image 3. Crowthore Forest, near Upper Star Post (486850 164527) Small
areas of wet woodland are dispersed across the area.

Image 4. Crowthore Forest, north of Broadmoor Hospital (485919
164428) Long views eastwards along The Devil’s Highway.

Image 5. Crowthore Forest (485919 164428) View east long the Devil’s
Highway from close to the Forestry Commission Car Park.

Image 6. Crowthore Forest, Lower Star Point (485919 164428) View east
along paths and lines of overhead powerlines that create long views through the
forest.

Image 7. Crowthore Forest (468405164482) View west along the Devil’s
Highway towards the underpass under the A3095. paths and lines of overhead
powerlines that create long views through the forest.
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Landscape Character Area A1 - Bracknell Forest

Map 2: Topography and Drainage
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Landscape Character Area A1 - Bracknell Forest

Map 4: Woodland and Trees

Map 5: Nature Conservation and Cultural Heritage Designations
Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment
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6. Landscape Character Type B Heathland
Mosaic

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type B

Description
6.1

This character type is particularly influenced by its underlying geology/soils and mosaic of land
use patterns. It occurs on the sandy Camberley Sand and Windlesham Formations which give rise
to poor agricultural soils resulting in a landscape of heathland, conifer plantation on heathland,
woodland and fields of pasture. Communication routes pass through the landscape, linking
adjacent settlements. Settlement within the landscape type is typically farms and large scale 19th
century institutions, albeit modified by more recent suburban style infill development.

6.2

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs as a single tract of land in the southwest of the
borough:
•

B1 Crowthorne/ Sandhurst Heathland Mosaic
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Landscape Character Area B1: Crowthorne/ Sandhurst
Heathland Mosaic

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area B1
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Image 1. Typical landscape of woodland and heath at Wildmoor Heath Nature Reserve to the north of Sandhurst, looking
east from grid reference: 484488 162817.

Location
6.3

This character area comprises a wedge of land between the urban areas of Crowthorne to the
north and Sandhurst to the south. It is defined by the edges of the surrounding urban areas to
the north and south, the valley landscape of the Blackwater River Valley to the south-west and
the edge of the Bracknell Forest to the east. The area continues across the borough boundary
into the Forested and Settled Sands landscape type in Wokingham to the west.
Key Characteristics

46

•

Large areas of woodland interspersed with open heath, giving a sense of enclosure in parts,
contrasting with a sense of openness in heaths and fields.

•

Long views from low ridges towards the forested ridges of Hampshire to the south and views
associated with designed landscapes (such as the view along the tree-lined Wellington College
avenue) and views featuring focal features such Broadmoor Hospital and stands of scots pine
(see Image 3).

•

A low settlement density. Suburban settlement and other influences around its edges is often
visible; a harsh interface between natural and urban environments.

•

Many well-used recreation spots, valued by the local community, due to its proximity to urban
settlements.

•

19th century institutional buildings set within private grounds are glimpsed landmarks, including
Broadmoor Hospital and Wellington College 46.

•

Localised areas of relative wildness within ancient woodlands and areas of heath provide a sense
of natural history and tranquillity.

See Map 1
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Description of character
Overview
6.4

This is an area characterised by a combination of its natural history and the suburban influence
from the more recent expansion of adjacent settlements. Large blocks of mature woodland
provide enclosure and a sense of height and scale. The large scale is reinforced by the presence
of a number of grand private institutions – such as Wellington College, Eagle House School and
Broadmoor Hospital (which lies just outside the character area) – set in designed grounds. The
area is an important recreation resource for the adjacent settlements of Crowthorne and
Sandhurst, and includes publicly accessible Nature Reserves including Edgbarrow Hill and Heath
(see Map 5).
The physical landscape

6.5

This area has an intricate pattern of land use comprising mixed woodland, lowland
heathland, fields of pasture, semi-improved acid grassland and amenity grassland - a
reflection of the underlying agriculturally poor, acidic sandy soils. Woodland provides a sense of
enclosure with contrasting open areas of heath and fields. Ancient woodland and remnant
heathland provide a sense of history, for example Edgbarrow Woods, around Sandhurst Lodge
and at Wildmoor Heath. Localised areas of relative wildness provide a sense of tranquillity in close
proximity to urban areas.

6.6

Landform is undulating, with low hills and ridges forming local focal points and
providing views across the landscape. Stands of scots pine topping the small dome-shaped
hills are particularly distinctive. Views from open elevated ridges (including towards the low,
forested ridges in Hampshire to the south and the Blackwater Valley) provide a sense of open
space and enable appreciation of the landscape.
Natural character

6.7

Dry and wet heathland, acidic wetlands lakes and ponds are important habitats of international
importance. The area contains the Wildmoor Heath SSSI and Thames Basin Heath SPA.
Cultural character

6.8

There is little settlement within the character area itself, although suburban settlement
wraps tightly around its edges. Small groups of modern housing estates such as School Hill to
the south of Broadmoor Hospital, Wellington College and at the outskirts of Sandhurst. The
remaining pattern of settlement is of individual farmsteads and occasional historic manor houses
such as Sandhurst Lodge. Despite the lack of settlement within the area itself, the housing
estates at its edges introduce suburban features and lighting that reduce the naturalistic qualities
associated with the woodland and heathland. Woodland forms an important function in screening
views of these features, though lines of pylons and the railway line form prominent features that
break through woodland.

6.9

The area contains many well-used recreation spots due to its location between, and
proximity to, urban settlements. Open access land includes the wooded Ambarrow Hill and
Wildmoor Heath Nature Reserve. There are many public footpaths including a network of wide
footpaths on former rides – such as the Three Castles Path long distance route. Some open areas
of heathland are managed as local wildlife sites, with boardwalks and interpretation boards.

6.10

Distinctive 19th century institutional buildings set within landscaped parks form
landmarks, including the listed Broadmoor Hospital set within a Grade II Registered
Park and Garden 47, and Wellington College. Wellington College was built as a charitable
educational institution, designed by John Shaw in the 18th century French Renaissance style, of
red and purple brick. Its site was chosen because the land was cheap; the site was described at
the time as a “bleak, inhospitable-looking moor 48”, although since then the site has been
developed into picturesque parkland grounds. Wellington College has had many famous pupils,

47

<http://risk.historicengland.org.uk/register.aspx?id=26107&rt=4&pn=1&st=a&ctype=all&crit>= Broadmoor Hospital, Crowthorne,
Heritage at Risk Register
48

The Times, 31st January 1859, from Wellington College website http://www.wellingtoncollege.org.uk
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including the author George Orwell, the actor Sir Christopher Lee and the architect Sir Nicholas
Grimshaw.
6.11

Broadmoor Hospital was designed by Joshua Jebb as a state asylum 49for the criminally insane in
the mid 19 century, with later additions in late 19th century and early 20th century. The hospital
included extensive formal terraces and a large kitchen garden, surrounded by high walls, beyond
which lay designed farmland. Broadmoor Hospital was given a countryside location so that
residents could benefit from the uplifting surroundings. The hospital forms a prominent feature in
the landscape due to the building’s scale and its elevated position within the landscape.

6.12

At the time of writing the site is undergoing extensive development, due to be completed in 2017.
The old building is to be converted in to a hotel with the extensive gardens being developed for
housing. A new modern and secure building is being constructed to house the patients. 50

6.13

The area also has cultural associations with the historic Royal Forest of Windsor created in the
11th century by William the Conqueror, which once covered the whole area.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/condition
6.14

Many of the areas inside the protected Nature Reserves appear well maintained, with provision of
car parks, well surfaced walkways and signage. Other parts of the character area appear more
poorly managed, with some parts becoming derelict, such as around Broadmoor Farm, where
there is lack of maintenance and rubbish dumping. In other areas, footpaths are sometimes
unsurfaced and post and wire fences poorly maintained. There is encroachment of scrub onto the
heathland in some areas outside the nature reserves, which gives an unmanaged impression.
Hedgerow loss is evidence in agricultural areas, although the area adjacent to the Blackwater
Valley is more intact.
Valued features and characteristics
•

Distinctive historical buildings – especially Broadmoor and Wellington College, set
within landscaped grounds which provide focal points and aesthetic appeal. The 19th
century institutions also provide important cultural associations: Broadmoor Hospital was
the first criminal lunatic asylum in England. The design of the building and the landscape
reflected the thinking of restorative treatment of mental health at the time.

•

Intricate mosaic of heathland, woodland and grasslands which provide a sense of
naturalness, provide visual diversity (a variety of colours and textures and changing
seasonal interest), and a setting for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape. The
areas of heathland and woodland have a particularly strong sense of place, scenic beauty
and are important habitats.

•

The woodland and trees including mature trees and ancient broadleaf woodland which
provide a sense of place, a sense of history and an important environment for flora and
fauna. Woodland and trees also help to filter views to the surrounding settlements from
within the area. Stands of scots pine atop hills (see Image 3) provide characteristic
landmark features in views. Ancient woodland is a relatively rare feature in the context
of the UK.

•

Remnant heathland, including associated bog habitats, which provide an environment
for flora and fauna as well as a sense of history, opportunities for recreation and
aesthetic enjoyment of the landscape. Heathland is a relatively rare feature in the
context of the UK.

•

Historic pastoral fields divided by hedgerows with hedgerow trees which provide
a cultural record of the past and provide a rural setting to the settlements. Hedgerow
trees add to the wooded character of the landscape.

49 49

Broodmoor Hospital List entry 1001401 English Heritage (now Historic England)
http://risk.historicengland.org.uk/register.aspx?id=26107&rt=4&pn=1&st=a&ctype=all&crit>= Broadmoor Hospital, Crowthorne,
Heritage at Risk Register
50

Planning application details are available on the Bracknell Forest Council Planning Portal, Application No. 11/00743/FUL
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•

Localised areas of relative wildness with a sense of tranquillity, removed from
roads and the visual influence of settlement, which provide an environment for flora and
fauna as well as an escape from the settled parts of the borough.

•

Views from open elevated ridges (such as those ridges in the south towards the low,
forested ridges in Hampshire) which provide a sense of open space and enable
appreciation of the landscape. The northern slopes of the Blackwater Valley have
relatively high scenic qualities as a result of the wooded slopes which provide an
attractive wooded setting to the River Blackwater and lakes.

•

Designed views associated with designed landscapes (such as the view along the
tree-lined Wellington College avenue from the settlement to the west of the college)
which provide a sense of history and aesthetic appeal.

•

Areas for recreation including the network of public footpaths such as Three Castles
Path and areas with open access including the wooded Ambarrow Hill and Wildmoor
Heath Nature Reserve, which provide an important recreational resource for the local
communities of Crowthorne and Sandhurst.

•

The rural character of the landscape which provides physical and visual separation and
a ‘gap’ function between Sandhurst and Crowthorne. Woodland cover enhances the
sense of separation and helps to screen the substantial developments (Wellington
College and Broadmoor Hospital) which would otherwise be visible.

Forces for Change
6.15

Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.

6.16

In this landscape character area, agricultural land and built development/ infrastructure has
previously encroached into areas of heathland and woodland resulting in loss of habitat (e.g. loss
of part of the Edgbarrow Woods Local Nature Reserve due to construction of a golf course at
Wellington College), increased suburbanisation (e.g. around Wellington College) and change to
views (e.g. blocking of views of Broadmoor from the A3095).

6.17

There are a number of local wildlife sites, listed buildings and TPOs that provide some protection
to individual features. Nevertheless, the landscape could be vulnerable to the following forces for
change:

•

Continued pressure to enlarge and extend areas of development, particularly at the
edges of Crowthorne and Sandhurst and associated with the institutional buildings, such
as Wellington College.

•

Pressure for farm diversification and changes in land use of the pastoral fields, including
possible change in boundaries, for example the pasture land to the south of Broadmoor
Hospital.

•

Pressure for renewable energy installations as a consequence of response to climate
change.

•

Effects upon tree health or species composition of woodlands and heathlands as a
consequence of climate change.

•

Changes in management that could result in changes to the heathland habitats, such as
encroachment of scrub.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Drainage schemes associated with development affecting wetland habitats.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

•

Visitor pressure leading to erosion and impact on tranquillity.

•

Forest fires could destroy areas of the forest and endanger rare species of bird, such as
the Dartford Warbler.

34

•

Infrastructure such as concrete pipes affecting water quality and adversely affecting
SSSIs.

Landscape Strategy
6.18

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:

Protect

•

Protect mosaics of wet and dry heathland and acid grassland
particularly from development, changes in land use and
encroachment by secondary woodland and scrub. Avoid further
fragmentation.

•

Protect ancient woodlands, historic wooded boundaries, mature trees
and other wooded features.

•

Protect pockets of tranquillity and dark skies which provide an
escape from the settled parts of the borough.

•

Protect historic fields that provide a rural setting to the settlements
and the River Blackwater.

•

Protect notable views from visual intrusion of future development,
particularly where these feature historic buildings, are designed
views, or reveal a largely undeveloped landscape.

•

Protect areas of woodland that provide visual screening function to
existing urban edges. Protect the rural character and woodland
cover where it contributes to a sense of physical and visual
separation or ‘gap’ between the settlements of Crowthorne and
Sandhurst.

•

Manage the heathland and woodland habitats to ensure their
survival.

•

Manage neglected hedgerows, or restore lost hedgerows, particularly
where horse paddocks bound by fencing have altered the historic
boundary patterns.

•

Balance the need for recreation and enjoyment of the landscape with
the conservation of habitats for flora and fauna.

•

Manage change arising from new development, farm diversification
or renewable energy to ensure it can be accommodated without
detriment to the valued attributes and sense of place.

•

Where appropriate consider the restoration of historic extents of
open heathland through clearance of encroaching scrub and felling of
redundant plantations where this does not result in overtly adverse
visual impacts.

•

Plan for continued positive conservation management of the valuable
semi-natural habitats, balancing this with provision of recreation and
enjoyment of the landscape.

•

As appropriate, aim to locate new woodlands, hedgerows and
hedgerow trees to reflect historic distribution patterns – particularly
where this strengthens the sense of history around historic hunting
forests and parklands.

•

Consider the potential impacts of any potential new development and
plan to minimise these and enhance sense of place through careful
design (including siting, scale and materials – and sensitive lighting

Manage

Plan
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to retain dark skies at night).
•

Plan for the future replacement of trees, woodland and hedges to
maintain a healthy stock of these features.

•

Take opportunities to plan for the improved integration of existing
urban edges through planting.
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Landscape Character Area B1 - Crowthorne/ Sandhurst Heathland Mosaic

Image 2. Three Castles Path near Broadmoor Hospital (485173 163209)
Broadmoor Hospital is a prominent feature within the landscape. New
development within the complex now screens views of the original building.

Image 3. Three Castles Path near Broadmoor Farm (485408 163453)
Undulating landform with low hllls and ridges. Strands of Scots Pine topping the
small dome shaped hills are particularly distinctive. Housing estates reduce the
naturalistic qualities associated with woodland and heathland.

Image 4. Wildmoor Heath Nature Reserve (484621 163011)
Some areas are managed as local wildlife sites with boardwalks and
interpretation boards. Acidic wetland lakes and ponds within the area are
habitats of international importance.

Image 5. Wildmoor Heath Nature Reserve (484584 162970)
Lines of pylons form prominent features that break through woodland.

Image 6. Edgbarrow Woods/ Wildmoor Heath (484849 163110)
Ancient woodland and remnant heathland provide a sense of time depth.
Localised areas of relative wildness provide a sense of great tranquillity in close
proximity to urban areas. Woodland provides a sense of enclosure.

Image 7. Edgbarrow Woods Nature Reserve (483381 162786)
The area contains hectares of open access land and a network of wide footpaths
on former rides including the Three Castles Path long distance route.
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Map 4: Woodland and Trees
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7. Landscape Character Type C: Clay
Farmland

Figure 1: Location of Landscape Type C

Description
7.1

This character type is influenced by its underlying geology/soils and land use. It is an agricultural
landscape of mixed farmland on London Clay, with a quiet and rural character and scattered small
villages, hamlets, farmsteads and historic manor houses.

7.2

Within Bracknell Forest this character type occurs in the north of the borough, divided into two
landscape character areas:
•

C1 Binfield and Warfield Clay Farmland

•

C2 Winkfield and Cranbourne Clay Farmland
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Landscape Character Area C1 Binfield and Warfield
Clay Farmland

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area C1
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Image 1. Typical landscape of undulating fields interspersed with woodland blocks, from Wellers Lane, west of Warfield in
views looking east from Grid reference: 487319 172374.

Location
7.3

This character area is located in the north west of the borough. At its southern boundary it
adjoins the settlement boundary of Bracknell town, and wraps around the settlement of Binfield.
To the west it adjoins I1 Ashridge Farmed Clay Lowland within Wokingham Borough 51 and by the
borough boundary across most of its northern extent, where it adjoins 6A Open Clay Farmland
within the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead 52. To the north west the boundary with the
D1 The Hazes Wooded Clayland is formed roughly by the 45m contour line because the landscape
flattens out north of the character area. The boundary to the east, with C2 Winkfield and
Cranbourne Clay Farmland is transitional, but is marked by Malt Hill Road on the eastern side of
Warfield, east of which the topography becomes generally flatter and the landscape more settled.
Key characteristics

51
52

•

Underlying clay geology, cut by water courses including the Cut River creating a gently
undulating landform with mid-distant views across grass and arable fields to low ridgelines and
wooded horizons.

•

A farmed, working landscape of medium to large sized fields of mixed arable and pasture, and
smaller fields around the edges of villages.

•

Small deciduous woodlands and well-managed hedgerows provide rhythm and emphasis to views
across the landscape.

•

Quiet and rural character with limited scattered settlement well integrated into the landscape.

•

Historic manor houses sited within remnant parkland landscapes, often hidden from view behind
high fences or coniferous boundaries.

•

Rural lanes bordered by hedgerows, grass verges and ditches.

Wokingham Borough Landscape Character Assessment, Land Use Consultants, 2004
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Landscape Character Assessment, LDA Design, 2004
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Description of character
Overview
7.4

This is a predominantly quiet rural area, characterised by undulating farmed fields within the
Green Belt broken up by pockets of deciduous woodland and scattered small villages and hamlets.
The gently undulating topography and a general lack of woodland cover overall, together create
an open feel. Its proximity to the northern edge of Bracknell town means that the landscape in
the south of the area provides an important green space function, particularly Cabbage Hill and
Popes Meadow, which form a strong transition between the urban edge and rural area to the
north.
The physical landscape

7.5

The landscape is gently undulating, rising into a series of low hills stretching roughly northsouth, the most prominent at Binfield and Cabbage Hill to Jealott’s Hill and Hawthorn Hill. The
land lies at a relatively low elevation of between 30m – 75m AOD. The medium to large fields
and undulating shape of the land create a largely open landscape with mid-distant views across
fields to low ridgelines and wooded horizons. The area is underlain by a bedrock of London Clay
which gives rise to drift over clay soils, supporting permanent and short term grassland, dairying
and some cereals. The land is grade 3 in the Agricultural Land Classification (see Figure 3.3).

7.6

Mixed arable and pasture farming characterises the landscape as a whole, in medium to large
sized fields. Smaller, irregular fields are common around villages, possibly medieval in origin or
indicating early assart enclosures. They are also found alongside the Cut river and the small
streams that branch off it, often grazed pasture with cattle or horse paddocks.

7.7

A relatively continuous and well-managed structure of hedgerows and hedgerow trees
around fields and edging rural lanes, despite the amalgamation of some fields for arable farming.
This presents a semi-natural, regular visual composition of tiers of hedges and hedgerow trees set
off by a wooded horizon as one looks across the landscape. In some areas, especially where
there are larger fields of more intensive farming, hedgerows have been removed, creating a more
expansive landscape. In these areas, remnant oak standards marking the previous hedgerow
boundary become notable features.

7.8

Small pockets of deciduous woodlands such as farm copses, some of which are ancient (for
example Hazlewood Copse; Hawlands Copse) but a relatively low level of woodland compared
with the rest of the borough. These are often irregular in shape and are often prominent in views.
Some mature, specimen oaks are likely remnants of Windsor Great Park which once extended into
this landscape.

7.9

The Cut river, small tributary streams and designed water bodies bring texture and variety in
landform and land cover, and reflect the often waterlogged nature of the underlying clay. Water is
present across the landscape in small water courses, ponds and ditches. Numerous small springs,
farm ponds and streams emerge on the less permeable clay soils which suffer periodic
waterlogging. The main drainage channel is the Cut – its winding corridor is marked out in the
landscape by the sinuous line of trees and vegetation. Streams flow generally south-north (the
Cut eventually drains into the Thames) and have very gently sloping sides.

7.10

Farm ponds are small, roughly circular water bodies surrounded by trees and grassland. Larger
water bodies are typically long and sinuous, following the direction of the nearby streams (which
is generally south-north) and follow the lines of contours. Water is integrated into the historic
parklands as lakes – many of which are former fishponds, including at Binfield Manor, Warfield
House and Allenbay Park.
Cultural character

7.11

A working landscape populated with scattered small villages, farmsteads and large
manor houses in parkland settings, connected by numerous rural country lanes. There is
also the complex of buildings at the Syngenta agricultural research station at Jealott’s Hill, which
is the size of a large hamlet, although it is relatively well integrated into the landscape owing to
the overall low elevation of buildings and muted colours of materials and surrounded by trees and
vegetation, they are surprisingly well-concealed in longer distance views.
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7.12

Villages and hamlets within the character area are Tickleback Row, Moss End, Jealott’s Hill,
Nuptown and Warfield (the core of which is a Conservation Area). Small villages, hamlets and
farmsteads, many of which are listed buildings are generally well-integrated into the landscape
through planting and siting, often set back from roads and in relatively large plots. C1 is
predominantly a quiet and rural area, though there are views to the urban area of Bracknell from
higher ground, such as Cabbage Hill, and red-roofed housing estates on the northern edge of
Bracknell, locally detracting from the farmland and woodland character. The development at
Jealott’s Hill is locally prominent glowing at night.

7.13

Prior to the Enclosure Act of 1813 and the abolishment of Forest Rights, this area was
part of Windsor Forest, giving the crown rights over hunting, timber and other resources.

7.14

Historic buildings, typically consisting of clusters of listed farmhouses, or manors set in
parkland landscapes with their associated lodges, stables and outbuildings. Listed buildings
(illustrated on Map 4) tend to date from the late 17th to early 19th century. Some parks are
older, including the deer park at Billingbear (partly within Wokingham borough) which dates from
1208 53. Manors include Popes Manor Binfield Park, Binfield Lodge (listed II*), Binfield Manor,
Allanbay Park, Billingbear Park, Billingbear House, Warfield House and Warfield Hall. In many
cases the manors and their grounds have been broken up, or are not visible within the landscape,
screened from view down long drives and behind high fences or coniferous boundaries.

7.15

Popes Meadow was once part of the grounds of Pope’s Manor (said to be the boyhood home of the
poet Alexander Pope). It is a mature semi-natural landscape including open views and mature
oak parkland, containing an ancient copse 54. There are attractive views from across the playing
field grassland and across the mixed farmland and woodland copses to the west.

7.16

Historic farmhouses are typically built of red brick, often with timber frames with brick infill and
tiled or slate roofs 55. Older buildings sometimes incorporate conglomerate as a decorative
feature 56.

7.17

Rural lanes bordered by hedgerows and grass verges or ditches are very characteristic of
this area. These are both roads and public footpaths or bridleways such as Tickleback Row, and
often follow historic routes. Reed-filled roadside ditches, lined by willows and bound by a wide
grass verge are characteristic features. Along the rural lanes there is a sense of enclosure, as
well as providing filtered views to the landscape in between.
Natural character

7.18

Local Wildlife Sites are designated for woodland and meadow, wet grassland/ willow scrub
including Popes Meadow, Ryehurst Meadow, Hawlands Copse and Hazelwood Copse, with many of
these also designated ancient woodland. The Local Wildlife Sites are shown on Map 4.
Views and perceptual character

7.19

The poet Alexander Pope lived in Popes Manor from 1700 to 1716 and wrote some of his most
famous works including Windsor Forest (1713) and The Rape of the Lock (1714). Much of his
poetry was inspired by the surrounding landscape, and a grove of beech trees called Pope’s Wood,
to the east of what is now Newbold College, and the surrounding landscape, is said to be where
he gained inspiration for his work 57.

7.20

Views to wooded horizons are created by the combination of pockets of woodland, hedgerows and
hedgerow trees, in addition to vegetation lining watercourses, particularly along the Cut.

53

Berkshire Landscape Character Assessment (prepared for Berkshire Joint Strategic Planning Unit by Land Use Consultants, October
2003)

54
55
56

Pope’s Meadow Management Plan, 2013 – 2023, Bracknell Forest Council
Historic England Listed buildings list http://www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list

Berkshire Landscape Character Assessment (prepared for Berkshire Joint Strategic Planning Unit by Land Use Consultants, October
2003)
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Pope’s Meadow Management Plan, 2013 – 2023, Bracknell Forest Council
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Evaluation
Landscape quality/ condition
7.21

The landscape is in relatively good condition although the parkland landscapes do not bring the
cohesion to the landscape that they once would have done – they have become broken up by new
roads and are hidden behind high fences, gates and coniferous planting. There is a relatively
strong sense of place brought about by the overall harmonious relationship between the natural
character of the landscape – its gently undulating topography, streams and woodlands – and
buildings which tend to be well integrated, as do rural roads and lanes.
Valued features and characteristics

58
59

•

Popes Meadow and the adjacent landscape which is valued by the local
community for quiet informal recreation, a sense of history (and literary associations
with the poet Alexander Pope) and for biodiversity. This area also plays a role in
providing a ‘gap’ between the settlements of Binfield and Wokingham.

•

Woodland copses and small woods, many of which are ancient woodland or
designated as Local Wildlife Sites (refer to Maps 4 and 5) have been in existence for
hundreds of years. As the woodland cover in this character area is relatively sparse
in comparison with the rest of the borough, these small woodlands are important to
the character of the area.

•

Clusters of trees and tree groups which help to soften the boundary
between the adjacent urban areas, providing a visual buffer between the
northern edge of Bracknell and this more rural, farmed landscape. This includes, for
example, trees at Long Copse on Cabbage Hill and belts of trees and vegetation
alongside the Cut south of Binfield Manor.

•

Hedgerows and hedgerow standard oak trees which form a distinctive feature
within the farmland and provide a sense of place and cohesion in combination with
the pockets of woodland, and enhance the rural character. They are also important
biodiversity links throughout the area and between woodland pockets.

•

The parkland landscapes associated with old country manor houses, many of
which are listed, including Newbold College (see below), Billingbear Parkland (partly
within Wokingham borough), Popes Manor, Binfield Park, Binfield Lodge (listed II*),
Binfield Manor, Allanbay Park. These houses and/ or parkland landscapes provide a
cultural record of the past.

•

Newbold College Grade II* Registered Park and Garden and the adjacent
landscape to the east including attractive views across the park to the grounds of
Popeswood Lodge to the south-east and to low wooded hills the east 58 and the
vegetated Cut River corridor. The wooded hills to the west of the Registered Park
and Garden help to screen views of Bracknell’s tower blocks beyond 59.

•

The open and rural character of this landscape which provides a rural buffer to
the settlements of Binfield and north Bracknell, and provides a sense of separation
between Binfield and the allocation at Blue Mountain.

•

The Cut river corridor, particularly where it comes in close proximity to the
edges of Bracknell and Binfield in and around Binfield Manor, where it provides a
natural feature important to the local community, that punctuates Bracknell and
forms a rural buffer and sense of separation between Binfield and the allocation
north of Bracknell (Warfield). The vegetated corridor and adjacent land provides
texture, seasonal interest and biodiversity as well as a recreational resource with
footpaths and public access for the local community.

•

Cabbage Hill- particularly the slopes and the important wooded skyline formed by
Long Copse, which provide a rural landscape setting to the town of Bracknell. The
top slopes of Cabbage Hill and the woodland of Long Copse are visually prominent
and provide a landscape buffer which helps to separate the rural character of this
area from Bracknell urban centre. The views from the top of Cabbage Hill (such as

List entry for Newbold College (formerly Moor Close), Historic England: http://www.historicengland.org.uk/
List entry for Newbold College (formerly Moor Close), Historic England: http://www.historicengland.org.uk/
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from Forest Road) are panoramic, taking in the town of Bracknell in views to the
south and the rural fields to the north.
•

Historic buildings, scattered across the character area, which provide a cultural
record of the past. They often consist of local materials and craftsmanship, such as
red brick in timber frames. Historic farmhouses are also an important element,
showing local distinctiveness as well as a link to the surrounding manor houses of
which they were once part.

•

Quiet and rural character and a sense of openness, including the rural
character of villages and the pattern of individual properties that appear wellintegrated into the landscape.

•

Rural lanes bordered by hedgerows and grass verges which provide public access
and enjoyment of the countryside as well as a link to the past where bridleways are
historic routes.

Forces for change
7.22

Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.

7.23

In this landscape character area, expansion of small hamlets and villages, and growth of
settlements has previously increased the settled nature of the landscape, and new roads have
introduced suburban features into the landscape. Past change has also included the Jealott’s Hill
Research Station. Allocated sites to the north of Bracknell include Policy SA6: Land at Amen
Corner (North), Binfield; Policy SA7: Land at Blue Mountain, Binfield; and Policy SA9: Land at
Warfield.

7.24

There are a number of local wildlife sites, listed buildings, TPOs and a conservation area that
provide some protection to individual features. A relatively large part of the LCA (northern part)
is also designated as Green Belt. Nevertheless, the landscape could be vulnerable to the following
forces for change:
•

Continued pressure of urban expansion to the north of Bracknell.

•

Pressure for renewable energy installations as a consequence of response to climate
change.

•

Pressure for farm diversification and changes in land use of the pastoral fields,
including possible change in boundaries.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

•

Potential pressure for equestrian uses that have an impact on the natural character
of the landscape.

•

Large replacement buildings on previously developed sites using permitted
development rights, and conversion and expansion of agricultural buildings,
potentially eroding the rural character of the landscape with suburban ancillary
features such as swimming pools and tennis courts, increasing the domestication of
the countryside.

•

Development located close to vegetation on clay soils, combined with dry conditions
resulting from climate change is causing clay shrinkage resulting in subsidence and
vegetation failure

•

Horsiculture, stud farms and other horse related activities associated with proximity
to Ascot Racecourse.

Landscape strategy
7.25

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of

43

features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:
Protect

Manage

•

Protect the biodiversity, scenic value and naturalistic character of the
Cut river corridor.

•

Protect ancient woodlands and woodland copses and remnant mature
and standard trees left after removal of field boundaries for
agricultural intensification.

•

Protect areas of woodland that provide visual screening functions to
existing urban edges, particularly along the northern edge of
Bracknell.

•

Conserve the ecological value and public access to natural landscape
features such as Popes Meadow and other Local Wildlife Sites.

•

Conserve the open and rural qualities of the landscape to the west of
Binfield that create a sense of separation or ‘gap’ between the
settlements of Binfield and Wokingham to the west.

•

Conserve the natural and rural qualities of the landscape to the east
of Binfield, around Binfield Manor and the Cut river corridor and at
Cabbage Hill that, along with Cabbage Hill, create a sense of
separation between the Binfield and the allocation to the north of
Bracknell.

•

Conserve the open and rural character to the settlements of Binfield
and north Bracknell, and maintain the sense of separation between
Binfield and the allocation at Blue Mountain.

•

Conserve the natural and wooded qualities of the landscape at
Cabbage Hill that creates a landscape setting and buffer to the edge
of Bracknell. Protect the view over Bracknell town from the top of
Cabbage Hill.

•

Protect the rural character of villages through appropriate planning
and design of new development and conservation and enhancement
of locally distinctive features or materials. Avoid urbanising features
that will erode the rural character.

•

Conserve hedgerows as important wildlife habitats and landscape
features, as well as the links they provide ecologically and visually
across the landscape and between larger areas of woodland.

•

Conserve the value of Warfield Conservation Area, the listed and
historic buildings including manor houses and historic landscape
features including the Registered Park and Garden and other
parkland landscape features where they provide historical links with
the past.

•

Conserve parkland landscapes associated with country manor
houses.

•

Manage the agricultural landscapes for biodiversity such as
incorporating hedgerows or grass field margins.

•

Management of existing woodlands to ensure their survival, and for
biodiversity through appropriate practices such as coppicing and
control of non-native and exotic/ invasive species.

•

Manage hedgerows and ensure oak standards grow up to form
hedgerow trees.

•

Manage the integration of ‘horsiculture’ into the landscape through
maintenance of existing boundaries or restoration of hedgerows.

•

Maintain the character of the rural lanes through incorporating
characteristic features – such as grass verges, hedgerow trees and
hedges – and minimising the introduction of inappropriate signage,
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line painting and deep kerbs.
Plan

•

Plan for increased enjoyment of the landscape through provision of
interpretation where appropriate, and enhancing historic links with
Windsor Forest and the many parkland landscapes and buildings.

•

Improve biodiversity, particularly in more intensively farmed areas
through practices such as reinstating hedgerows or restoring farm
ponds for wildlife.

•

Plan for successful integration of new woodland planting by reflecting
existing patterns which tend to be irregular and sinuous shapes
following the contours. New woodland planting should be of
appropriate native species, and could be used to strengthen a sense
of history around historic parklands or woodlands.

•

Reinstate native hedgerows or repair hedgerows with native species
where there are opportunities to do so, particularly where they have
been lost from highly visible locations such as along roadsides.

•

Improved access to the Cut for recreation.

•

Plan for enhancing landscape character through taking opportunities
to improve the sense of cohesion and the relationship between the
many historic estate parkland landscapes. This may include opening
up views to parkland landscapes, improving the character of
boundary features such as consistency of fencing and encouraging
native rather than ornamental planting.

•

Plan for the successful integration of potential new development in
the landscape including new development at the northern edge of
Bracknell town through sensitive design and siting, particularly of
large scale buildings or structures. Consider potential impacts on
landscape character and views, and plan to minimise these through
careful siting, design, (e.g. appropriate scale of building), sensitive
materials and use of landscape mitigation to enhance sense of place.
Light pollution from new developments should be minimised.
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Landscape Character Area C1 Binfield and Warfield Clay Farmland

Image 2. Popes Meadow (490404 172514)
Popes Meadow is a popular recreational landscape for the local community,
containing ancient woodland and is rich in biodiversity.

Image 3. Horse grazing fields at Ryehurst Lane, near Binfield: (490394
172396)
View west to the Cut river corridor - the vegetation marks the river corridor with
the gently sloping tree-lined ridge behind.

Image 4. Lake at Binfield Manor (492510 171946)
View south from Forest Road provides a glimpsed view of the parkland landscape
of Binfield Manor which is largely hidden from public view behind fences. Views
such as this give a sense of history in the landscape.

Image 5. View east across Newbold College Registered Park and Garden
(491995 173040)
Long views across the parkland of undulating semi-improved grass fields, trees
and woodland and across the vegetated Cut River valley.

Image 6. View south from Cabbage Hill (486020 171312)
Cabbage Hill forms an important landscape buffer which defines the edge of
development north of Bracknell town.

Image 7: A tree-lined roadside and ditch on Church Lane, near Binfield
(484756 171969)
Water is present throughout the landscape, and reflects the often waterlogged
nature of the underlying clay.
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Map 4: Woodland and Trees
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Landscape Character Area C2 Winkfield and
Cranbourne Clay Farmland

Map 1: Location of Landscape Character Area C2
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Image 1. Typical flat landscape with roadside hedges and grass verges providing rural elements to a more settled
landscape, from Crouch Lane near Cranbourne, views looking west from Grid reference: 491981 173045.

Location
7.26

This character area is located in the north east of the borough. At its southern boundary it
adjoins the edge of Bracknell town and the more settled character of F1 Chavey Down Wooded
Sands. Its eastern edge is defined by Windsor Forest (character area H2). Its northern boundary
is defined by the borough boundary with Windsor and Maidenhead; the adjacent character areas
within Windsor and Maidenhead 60 are 6A Open Clay Farmland and 3D Farmed Parkland. The
boundary of the character area to the west, with the adjacent character area C1 Binfield and
Warfield Clay Farmland is more broadly transitional, but is marked by Malt Hill road on the
eastern side of Warfield, east of which the topography becomes generally flatter and the
landscape more settled.
Key characteristics

60

•

An underlying clay geology gives rise to a flat to gently undulating landscape of simple fields with
an open feel.

•

Mid-distant views across grass and arable fields to low ridgelines and wooded horizons.

•

A settled landscape, with a mixture of small nucleated villages, modern ribbon settlement,
historic manors and farmhouses.

•

Historic manor houses sited within remnant parkland landscapes, often hidden from view behind
high fences or coniferous boundaries.

•

A wooded context, with woodland and trees present in the east of the area close to Windsor
Forest; but on the whole less woodland present than in other parts of the borough.

•

Presence of water in the landscape – in small streams and ornamental lakes - brings texture and
variety in landform and land cover, and reflects the often waterlogged nature of the underlying
clay.

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Landscape Character Assessment, LDA Design, 2004
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Description of character
Overview
7.27

This is a flat to gently undulating farmed landscape with remnant historical elements and modern
settlement expansion mixed in and large areas of Green Belt. The relatively flat landscape and
the lack of woodland in some areas creates open views and an expansive feel. Parkland
landscapes are visible through filtered views from roads but are easily missed when travelling
through the landscape, hidden along private lanes and behind high fences.
Physical landscape

7.28

Topography is flat to gently undulating between approximately 40m AOD where the land dips
northwards at the northern edge of Foliejon Park, but generally between 55m to 70m AOD. Land
use is predominantly semi-improved grassland used for grazing and horse paddocks with
occasional fields of arable, particularly within the parkland landscape of Foliejon Park.

7.29

Fields are small to medium in size, but fenced boundaries give the impression of the fields
being larger and more open. There are some smaller fields, usually around the villages and
hamlets such as at Winkfield Row and Winkfield; often in rectilinear strips which are possibly
medieval in origin, providing a layer of history. The smaller fields are also often characterised by
remnant hedgerow trees and hedgerow boundaries which provide a more vegetated element,
visual interest and a more human scale to the landscape.

7.30

A wooded context with small pockets of woodland and individual mature trees. The character
area is bordered by Windsor Forest to the east, and parts of the landscape in the east and south
east – such as around Cranbourne Court and Lovel Hill are particularly wooded. Although less
wooded than other areas of the borough, there are small pockets of woodland distributed around
the area, and individual mature trees such as oaks, in addition to remnant individual hedgerow
oak standards create focal points in the otherwise simple landscape.

7.31

Presence of water courses, ponds and ditches, including Chawridge Bourne add local texture
and variety within the landscape. Ditches around fields have improved the viability of farming,
and reed filled roadside ditches are lined by willows and bound by a wide grass verge.
Cultural character

7.32

A settled landscape, with a mixture of small nucleated villages, modern ribbon settlement,
historic manors and farmhouses distributed across the character area. The villages in this area
are larger than the neighbouring character area to the west, probably owing to the expansion of
New Windsor from the east. The largest village is Cranbourne, at the eastern corner of the
character area which contains a mobile home park. There is a diversity of land uses in addition to
farming, including polo clubs and other equestrian uses, a garden centre and cricket pitches.
Conversion of agricultural buildings to light industrial use, and the caravan park and modern
housing estates in Cranbourne’s urban area creates a piecemeal landscape with a mixture of uses
and styles.
Historic villages include the Conservation Area of Winkfield Village and Winkfield Row as shown on
Map 4. Many of the churches within this area (including Winkfield and Winkfield Parish Churches)
include the rarely-used dark brown Conglomerate associated with the Bagshot Beds. Elsewhere
brick and flint is commonly used and there are also many older timber-framed buildings 61.

7.33

Country houses and historic buildings including manors with parkland: Foliejon Park,
Ascot Place (a Grade II* Registered Park and Garden with a late 18th century house surrounded
by a contemporary landscape park and pleasure grounds 62 and 19th – early 20th century garden,
with an outstanding mid to late 18th century grotto overlooking the house and lake), Lovelhill,
Woodside House, Fernhill and Cranbourne Court Winkfield Place, New Lodge – a remnant of the
character area’s association with the Crown Lands.
The historic houses and landscapes are associated with 18th - 19th century manors and parkland
landscapes. Previous owners of the 18th Century Manor Ascot Place, include baked beans tycoon

61

Berkshire Landscape Character Assessment (prepared for Berkshire Joint Strategic Planning Unit by Land Use Consultants, October
2003)

62

Listing for Ascot Place, Historic England: http://www.historicengland.org.uk/
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H.J. “Jack” Heinz II, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan the ruler of Abu Dhabi and the previous
President of the United Arab Emirates.
The parkland landscapes are easily missed when travelling through the landscape, hidden along
private lanes and behind high fences or high, dense, coniferous or mixed wooded boundaries,
although there are some views – for example of Foliejon Park from public routes such as Drift
Road to the north.
7.34

Earthworks of medieval moated sites two of which are Scheduled Monuments – at Foliejon Park,
and Winkfield Lane which originally would have contained farm or manor houses. A further
moated site is at Hayley’s Farm (refer to Map 5).

7.35

The Royal County of Berkshire Polo Club is located within Cranbourne is one of the principle Polo
clubs in England. Rural lanes bordered by hedgerows and grass verges or ditches are very
characteristic of this area. These are both roads and public footpaths or bridleways, and often
follow historic routes. Along the rural lanes there is a sense of enclosure, as well as providing
filtered views to the landscape in between.

7.36

Prior to the Enclosure Act of 1813 and the abolishment of Forest Rights, this area was
part of Windsor Forest, giving the crown rights over hunting, timber and other resources.
Natural character

7.37

The narrow wooded valley of Chawridge Bourne and ancient woodland at Steven’s Copse is
designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and together with the adjacent woodland
and green lane comprising Hog Oak Lane Local Wildlife Site, and the lake, wooded area and
grassland slopes within Foliejon Park, forms part of the Chawridge Valley ‘Biodiversity Opportunity
Area’.

7.38

Other areas of woodland in the area are Nobsbrook Copse, Home Covert and Round Copse which
are also designated Local Wildlife Sites. Three other small Local Wildlife Sites designated for
grassland biodiversity are found in the character area in and near to Maiden’s Green.

Evaluation
Landscape quality/ condition
7.39

Some of the previous manors and parkland landscapes have been lost, creating fragmentation of
the area and splitting of the links with Windsor Forest and Park, with piecemeal modern
development and incongruous treatment of features such as property boundaries in areas like
Cranbourne. The conversion of agricultural buildings to light industrial use and land uses such as
‘horsiculture’ continue the mixture of uses and styles and reduce the cohesiveness of the
landscape character.
Valued features and characteristics
•

Rural character including rural lanes bordered by trees and deciduous hedges. This is
particularly valued due to the built up nature of much of the borough.

•

Evidence of medieval history in the landscape including the scheduled and
unscheduled moated sites which provide layers of history within the landscape.

•

Parkland landscapes associated with manor houses including Ascot Place and
Foliejon Park, Winkfield Place, Lovelhill, Woodside House, Fernhill and Cranbourne Court.
These houses and/ or parkland landscapes provide a cultural record of the past and a
historical link with Windsor, as many were built in this area due to its proximity to
Windsor and London.

•

Woodland copses, small deciduous woods and mature oak trees. Often these
areas of woodland have been in existence for hundreds of years and may have been
associated with the historic Royal Forest of Windsor which once covered the whole of the
area. As the woodland cover in this character area is relatively sparse in comparison
with the rest of the borough, these small woodlands are important to the character of
the area. Examples of these woodlands include Chawridge Gorse, Nobsbrook Copse,

49

Home Covert and Round Copse.
•

Hedgerows and grass verges along roadsides which add a sense of rural character
to the landscape, despite other more suburban influences.

•

Rural character of the villages including the historic buildings which provide a cultural
record of the past and contribute to scenic quality. Historic farmhouses such as Old
Dairy Farm, and buildings such as The Pump Room on Winkfield Lane provide local
distinctiveness, attractive features and bring a sense of cohesion along leafy rural roads
such as Winkfield Lane and Pigeonhouse Lane.

•

Areas of unimproved grassland such as around Maiden’s Green.

•

Views of wooded horizons.

•

Chawridge Bourne and the surrounding areas of naturalness and tranquillity.

Forces for change
7.40

Forces for change that have, and will, affect the landscapes across the borough are identified in
Section 3 of this report.

7.41

In this landscape character area, expansion of villages and overspill of development from
Bracknell and nearby residential areas of Ascot and Windsor has introduced a suburban character
and reduced the perceptual links with Windsor Forest and Park. This is particularly evident
around Cranbourne. There are a number of Local Wildlife Sites, a SSSI, registered park,
conservation areas, listed buildings and scheduled monuments that provide some protection to
individual features. A relatively large part of the LCA (northern part) is also designated as Green
Belt. Nevertheless, the landscape could be vulnerable to the following forces for change:
•

Continued pressure of urban expansion, particularly on the outskirts of Bracknell.

•

Pressure for renewable energy installations as a consequence of response to climate
change.

•

Pressure for farm diversification and changes in land use of the pastoral fields, including
possible change in boundaries.

•

Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasive/exotic species into native
deciduous woodland.

•

Potential pressure for equestrian facilities that have an impact on the natural character
of the landscape.

•

Large replacement buildings, redevelopment of previously developed sites and
conversion and expansion of agricultural buildings within the Green Belt under permitted
development rights, potentially eroding the rural character of the landscape.
Replacement of ancillary facilities such as swimming pools and tennis courts, increasing
the domestication of the countryside.

•

Effects on tree health as a consequence of adverse pathogens.

•

Development located close to vegetation on clay soils, combined with dry conditions
resulting from climate change is causing clay shrinkage resulting in subsidence and
vegetation failure

•

‘Horsiculture’, stud farms and other horse related activities associated with proximity to
Ascot Racecourse.

Landscape strategy
7.42

The strategy for this LCA should be to protect the valued attributes listed above; to manage
existing positive attributes to ensure their survival; and to plan for the future replacement of
features and accommodation of change arising from forces acting on the landscape. Some
examples are included below:
Protect

•

Protect the biodiversity and scenic value of the Chawridge Bourne
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corridor.

Manage

Plan

•

Protect the biodiversity value of the Local Wildlife Sites such as areas
of unimproved grassland around Maiden’s Green.

•

Protect ancient woodlands and woodland copses and areas of
woodland and trees that increase the rural character of the area and
provide visual links with Windsor Forest such as within Ascot Place,
along roads such as Drift Road.

•

Conserve hedgerows as important wildlife habitats and landscape
features, as well as the links they provide ecologically and visually
across the landscape and between larger areas of woodland.

•

Conserve the rural character of villages and avoid detracting features
that will erode this character.

•

Conserve rural lanes such as Hog Oak Lane, which provide a
historical link with the past and green route for access and
biodiversity.

•

Conserve parkland landscapes associated with country manor
houses.

•

Manage the agricultural landscapes for biodiversity such as
incorporating hedgerows or grass field margins.

•

Management of existing woodlands to ensure their survival, and for
biodiversity through appropriate practices such as coppicing and
control of non-native and exotic/ invasive species.

•

Manage and repair degraded hedgerows as coppice and the oak
standards within them to form hedgerow trees.

•

Manage the integration of ‘horsiculture’ into the landscape through
maintenance of existing roadside boundaries or restoration of
hedgerows.

•

Manage the open spaces, particularly areas on the edges of
settlements, to increase sense of place.

•

Consider the restoration of historic parkland landscapes or manor
houses such as re-creation of lost landscape features, sensitive
design of boundaries that are in keeping with the rural landscape
(such as native planting, brick walls etc) or restoration of designed
views.

•

Plan for increased enjoyment of the landscape through provision of
interpretation where appropriate, and enhancing historic links with
Windsor Forest and the many parkland landscapes and buildings.

•

Improve biodiversity, particularly in more intensively farmed areas
through practices such as reinstating hedgerows or restoring farm
ponds for wildlife.

•

Consider planting of native woodland in patterns which reflect
existing irregular and sinuous shapes following the contours. New
woodland planting could be used to strengthen a sense of history
around historic parklands, woodlands and visual links with Windsor
Forest.

•

Reinstate native hedgerows or repair hedgerows with native species
where there are opportunities to do so, particularly where they have
been lost from highly visible locations such as along roadsides.

•

Plan for enhancing landscape character through taking opportunities
to improve the sense of cohesion and the relationship between the
historic estate parkland landscapes, listed buildings and Windsor
Forest. This may include opening up views to parkland landscapes,
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improving the character of boundary features such as consistency of
fencing and encouraging native rather than ornamental planting.
•

Plan for the successful integration of potential new development in
the landscape through sensitive design and siting, particularly of
large scale buildings or structures. Consider potential impacts on
landscape character and views and plan to minimise these through
minimising large buildings which have the potential to be highly
visible, use of sensitive materials and use of landscape mitigation to
enhance sense of place. Light pollution from new developments
should be minimised to maintain rural character and dark skies.
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Landscape Character Area C2 Winkfield and Cranbourne Clay Farmland

Image 2. Fields west of Winkfield (490404 172514)
Semi improved neutral grassland with a pocket of deciduous woodland behind.

Image 3. Winkfield Parish Church: (490394 172396)
Grade II* Listed Church of St Mary.

Image 4. Glimpsed view of parkland fields at Cranbourne (492510
171946)
Glimpsed view towards remnant parkland fields at Cranbourne Court from
Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne.

Image 5. Flat fields near Cranbourne (491995 173040)
View looking west across fields with hedgerows and trees on higher ground
forming focal features.

Image 6. The Pump Room, listed building (492101 173892)
Listed buildings form an important historical element to the landscape.

Image 7: Foliejon House (491179 175189)
Foliejon Park (including a historic deer park) dates from at least 1317.

Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment

July 2015

Landscape Character Area C2 - Winkfield and Cranbourne Clay Farmland

Map 2: Topography and Drainage

Map 3: Habitats
Bracknell Forest Landscape Character Assessment
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